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RE: Bill Salter Advertising Appeal

BOA Authoritv to Consider Appeals

LDC Section 2.03.01.B-D gives the Board of Adjustments the authority to consider
appeals of administrative decisions related to the Land Development Code.

Subiect of Appeal

The subject of this appeal is the revocation of the zoninQapproval (or development
order) for a billboard to be located near the intersection of Woodbine Road and Highway
90.

Basic PermittinQ Process for Billboards

The Santa Rosa County LDC (or zoning code) requires that off-premise signs, or
billboards, must be separated by at least 2,000 feet when measured along the same
side of the road.

To construct a billboard on a state road in Santa Rosa County, a minimum of three
approvals are required: County zoning approval; County building permit; and Florida
Department of Transportation approval (referred to as State tags). County and state
review and approval processes can be done simultaneously and are not dependent
upon each other.

The process for the County portion of the process is to apply for zoning approval first,
followed by building permit approval. Upon receipt of a zoning application, a planner
will review it for compliance with the LDC including the 2,000 foot spacing requirement.
If the code requirements are correctly addressed, the planner will issue a zoning
approval. The zoning approval is valid for a period of 12 months. Importantlv. this is
the point in the process where a site is "locked in." In other words. if an applicant has
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zoninQapproval for a site. then no other billboardzonina applications can be approved
within2.000 feet on either side of that location.

The applicant may then apply for a buildingpermit any time withinthat 12 month period.
Upon receipt of the buildingpermit application, a plans examiner willreviewthe
application for compliance withthe Florida BuildingCode. Ifthe buildingcode
requirements are correctly addressed, a buildingpermit willbe issued. As long as a
buildingpermit is active, the zoning approval also remains active.

Note that there are situations that allowfor the extension of a zoning approval or
building permit time limit;however, the basic process remains the same.

When an applicant has both their County buildingpermits and their State tags they may
then construct the sign.

Particulars of this Case

This case involves two properties located very close to each other on the northeast
corner of Hwy90 and Woodbine Road. The first property (Parcel A) is leased by
Southeast-SD, LLC,represented by Hal Stevenson, for the purpose of locating a
billboard. The second property (Parcel B) is leased by BillSalter Advertising,again for
the purpose of locating a billboard.

Zoning approval was granted for Parcel A in March 2009, with an extension granted in
March 2010. A buildingpermit for Parcel A was approved in May2010, with an
extension granted which placed the expiration date in May2011.

Also in May2010, an application for zoning approval was received for Parcel B but was
denied because of the zoning approval in place for Parcel A.

In February 2011, Steve Salter, representing EllisCrane Works (the contracting
company for Parcel A), cancelled the buildingpermits for Parcel A. Withthe permits
cancelled, the potential sign locations nearby become available for approval.

In early March 2011, zoning approval was applied for and approved for Parcel B.

On March 23,2011, Hal Stevenson called Joshua Daultwith the Planning Department.
He indicated that he had received his State approval and was ready to construct his
sign. He was unaware that the permits for his sign were cancelled the previous month.

On March 25,2011 Rhonda Royals, Deputy BuildingOfficial,reviewed the forms related
to this case, includingthe Authorizationfor Permits, and determined that the person
who cancelled the permits for Parcel A did not have the proper authority to do so. She
conferredwithTimTolbert,CountyBuildingOfficial,andthey agreedthat the building
permits for Parcel A should be reinstated with the expiration date remaining May 2011.



Due to the LDC spacing restriction on billboards, the reinstatement of building permits
for Parcel A necessarily resulted in an automatic revocation of the zoning approval for
Parcel B and Bill Salter was advised accordingly. That action is the administrative
decision now being appealed.

Encl: Letter of Revocation
Letter of Appeal
Building Official's memorandum regarding reinstatement of permits
Authorization for Permits form
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Beckie Cato, AICP
Planning and Zoning Director

Tony Gomillion
PublicService Director

John T. "Tim" Tolbert
Building and Fire Official

March 28, 2011

Bill Salter Advertising, Inc.
P.O. Box 761

Milton, FL 32572

Dear Mr. Salter,

I regret to inform you that the zoning approval for your sign application number 2011-SP-003
has been revoked.

An off-premise sign was previously approved for the parcel of land adjacent to your project site.
A request to cancel the permits for that sign was submitted to our office, resulting in the zoning
approval being approved for your proposed location.

We recently learned that the person who requested the permit cancellation for the adjacent site
was only authorized to obtain permits for the licensee but not to cancel them; therefore, the sign
permit for that site has been reinstated. Due to the off-premise sign spacing requirements in our
Land Development Code, it was necessary to revoke the zoning approval for your application.

Sincerely,

Beckie Cato
Director
Community Planning, Zoning and Development Division

cc: FDOT
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LINDSAY & ANDREWS
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ATIORNEYS AT LAW

5218 WILLING STREET

MILTON, FLORIDA 32570 (850) 623-3200
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www.la1-1aw.com

.ALSO ADMlTfED IN ALABAMA REPLY TO:

POST OFFICE BOX 586

MILTON, FLORIDA 32572

April 11, 2011

Rebecca Cato, AICP
Director

Community Planning, Zoning
and Development

Development Services Center
6051 Old Bagdad Hwy, Suite 202
Milton, FL 32583

Re: Sign Application Number 2011-SP-003;

......
Dear Ms. Cato:

Please be advised that BILL SALTER ADVERTISING, INC. hereby appeals the
revocation of Sign Application Number 2011-SP-003 on the grounds that the appealed action is
arbitrary and capricious, not supported by fact, or the applicable ordinances and constitutes a
denial of due process.

Please transmit the applicable record to the Board of Adjustments Let me know when the
hearing will be scheduled.

Smcereiy,

R'oy V. Andrews

RVAJpar

cc: Angela Jones, Santa Rosa County Attorney
Santa Rosa County Zoning Board of Adjustments

----
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Beckie cato, AICP
Planning and Zoning Director

Tony Gomillion
PublicService Director

John T. "Tim" Tolbert
Building and Fire Official

MEMORANDUM

TO: Boardof Adjustments

FROM: TimTolbert,BuildingOfficial

DATE: April26,2011

RE: BillSalterAdvertisingAppeal

PermittinaDecision

A keypieceof informationrelatedto theabovereferencedappealis theBuildingInspectionDepartment's
"Authorizationfor Permits"form(enclosed).Thisformallowsa licensedcontractorto authorizeanother
personto signfor permitsin theirname. In thiscase,JamesHopmeier,d/b/a!EllisCraneWorks,Inc.,was
the licensedcontractorandheauthorizedSteveSalter,NancyEllis,andJonEllistosignfor permitsinhis
name.

As notedabove,the "Authorizationfor Permits"formis important.Thelanguagespecificallysays"Thisis to
certifythattheperson(s)whosesignature(s)appearsbelowis/areemployedby meand is/areauthorizedto
signfor permitsinmyname."Furthermore,asdefinedinSection102.9 of theBuildingCodeOrdinance
(2006-37)an"AuthorizedAgenFisdefined"asa personspeciallyauthorizedby theholderof a certificateof
competencytoobtainpermitsinhisstead."

Afterreviewof theform,I determinedthatthisauthorizationis an affirmativestatementmeaningthat
authorizationis giventoobtainpermitsanddoesnotspecifythatthesameindividualsareauthorizedto
cancela permit;therefore,sincetheformdid notauthorizethecontractor'sagenttocancela permitthe
decisionwasmadeto reinstatethesignpermitfor ParcelA.

Inclosing,this is thefirst incidenceI amawareof inwhichthecancellationof a permitwithouttheproperty
owner'sknowledgeresultedin the lossof propertyrights. Becausethepermitwascancelledfor ParcelA, a
zoningapprovalwasgivenfor ParcelBwiththeresultthattheowner(andin thiscasethelessee)of Parcel
A losttheirrighttoconstructa billboardat thatlocation.
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John T. "Tim" Tolbert
Building Official

Santa Rosa Countv Buildina InsDection Department
Santa "i!osa counTy I"'lIB'lIC~eMC:ecenter

6051 Old Bagdad Highway, Room 202
Milton,Florida 32583

Telephone
850.981.7000

Fax 850.623.1208

Rhonda C. Royals
Deputy Building Official

Authorization for Permits

This is to certify that the person(s) whose signature(s) appears below is/are
employed by me and is/are authorized to sign for permits in ~y name.

. (?c::? c
I

'

:>f-c.1k, JI1 -l--e\
(Print Name)

~
(Print Name) (Signature)

~
(Print Name)

I further submit that I am knowledgeable of Chapter 489, Florida Statues. I
understand that the Construction Industry Licensing Board and the respective
Santa Rosa County Licensing Board have the power and the authority to
discipline a license holder for violations committed by him. his agents, officers or
employees, and that I have full responsibility for compliance with all statues,
codes and laws inherent to the privilege granted by issuance of such permits.

~ axtve~ M. l~n'\81 ~A'

(Print Name of Licensee) (

_12\\'lS ~
(BusinessName) !).LLtJ or~~.

fZ;'S([)oo033 0
(StateLicenseNumber)

State of +~
Countyof .::t-.~ ~ J

Swornto me on this 24 day of o...~ ,20 \0 ,
. personally appeared before me and is personally

known or produced N 1.-& as identification.

Revised 1/25/2008

1~\1Iil~ '-ROBERTT. SAVILLE
I':~'~ Commission# DD852820
~. .:,}ExpiresJanuary20,2013

..tP.f ' BotodedThNTmyFUlIIIIIJMet800.J85.7019

Notary Public

---


