


























































ORDINANCE 2011 ­

AN ORDINANCE BY THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING THE 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY ABANDONED PROPERTY 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS, PROVIDING 
PROCEDURES FOR REMOVAL OF ABANDONED 
PROPERTY ON PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PRIVATE 
PROPERTY; PROVIDING ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING 
PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT: 

SECTION 1. This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Santa Rosa 

County Abandoned Property Ordinance." 

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meaning given herein, 

unless their uses and context clearly indicate otherwise: 

Abandonedproperty means wrecked or derelict property having no value other than 

nominal salvage value, ifany, which has been left abandoned and unprotected from the elements 

and shall include wrecked., inoperative, or partially dismantled motor vehicles, trailers, boats, 

machinery, refrigerators, washing machines, plumbing fixtures, furniture, and any other similar 

article which has no value other than nominal salvage value, if any, and which has been left 

abandoned and unprotected from the elements. 

Enforcement officer means the County Administrator or his designee. 

Public property means lands and improvements owned by the County lying within the 

County boundaries and includes buildings, grounds, parks, playgrounds, streets, sidewalks, 

parkways, rights-of-way, and other similar property. 

SECTION 3. - PROCEDURE FOR REMOVAL-PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

Whenever the enforcement officer shall ascertain that an article of abandoned property is 

present on public property he shall cause a notice to be placed upon such article in substantially 

the following form: 

Notice to the owner and all persons interested in the attached property: 



This property, to wit: (setting forth briefdescription) is unlawfully upon public 

property known as (setting forth brief description oflocation) and must be removed 

within ten days or, if the property is a boat, 30 days from the date of this notice. If this 

property is not removed within such period a hearing shall be held at (settingforth time 

andplace ofhearing) at which the owner or any person may show reasonable cause why 

the property should not be removed and destroyed. Ifat the conclusion of the hearing, 

the owner or any person interested in it has not shown good cause why the property 

should not be removed and destroyed, it shall be presumed to be abandoned property and 

will be removed and destroyed by order of the Board of County Commissioners. If the 

property is a motor vehicle or boat, the owner will be liable for the costs of removal and 

destruction. Dated this: (settingforth the date ofposting notice). Signed: (settingforth 

name, address and telephone ofCounty Administrator). 

Such notice shall be not less than eight inches by ten inches and shall be sufficiently 

weatherproof to withstand normal exposure to the elements. In addition to posting, the 

enforcement officer shall make a reasonable effort to ascertain the name and address of the 

owner; and if such is reasonably available to the enforcement officer, he shall mail a copy of 

such notice to the owner on or before the date of posting. 

At the hearing, which shall be held before the Board of County Commissioners, the 

owner or any person having any interest in the abandoned article or articles described in the 

notice will be permitted to show reasonable cause why the article or articles Should not be 

removed and destroyed. If, at the conclusion of the hearing, the owner or any person interested 

in the abandoned article or articles described in such notice has not removed the article or articles 

from public property or shown reasonable cause for failure so to do, the Board of County 

Commissioners may cause the article or articles of abandoned property to be removed and 

destroyed. The salvage value, if any, of such article or articles shall be retained by the County to 

be applied against the cost of removal and destruction thereof, unless the costs of removal and 

destruction are paid by the owner as provided herein, in which case the salvage value shall be 

deposited in the general fund of the county. 

SECTION 4. - SAME-PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

Whenever the enforcement officer shall ascertain that an article or articles of abandoned 

property are present on private property within the County's boundaries, in violation of any 
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zoning ordinance or regulation, anti-litter ordinance or regulation, or other similar ordinance or 

regulation of the County, the enforcement officer shall cause a notice to be placed upon such 

article in substantially the following form: 

Notice to the owner and all persons interested in the attached property: 

This property, to wit: (settingforth briefdescription) located at (setting forth 

briefdescription oflocation) is improperly stored and is in violation of (settingforth 

ordinance or regulation violated) and must be removed within ten days or, if the 

property is a boat, 30 days from date of this notice. If this property is not removed 

within such period a hearing shall be held at (setting forth time and place ofhearing) 

at which the owner or any person interested in the property may show reasonable 

cause why the property should not be removed and destroyed. If at the conclusion of 

the hearing the owner or other person interested in it has not shown good cause why 

the property should not be removed and destroyed, it shall be presumed to be 

abandoned property and will be removed and destroyed by order of the board of 

county commissioners. If the property is a motor vehicle or boat, the owner will be 

liable for the costs of removal and destruction. Dated this: (settingforth date of 

posting ofnotice). Signed: (settingforth name, address and telephone number of 

County Administrator). 

Such notice shall not be less than eight inches by ten inches and shall be sufficiently 

weatherproof to withstand normal exposure to the elements for a period often days. In addition 

to posting the notice, on or before the date of posting, the enforcement officer shall mail a copy 

of the notice to owner of the real property upon which the abandoned articles are located, as 

shown by the county tax roll, and, if the abandoned property is a motor vehicle or boat, shall 

make a reasonable effort to ascertain the name and address of the owner and shall mail a copy of 

the notice to such owner. 

At the hearing, which shall be held before the Board of County Commissioners, the 

owner or person having any interest in the abandoned article or articles described in the notice 

will be permitted to show reasonable cause why the article or articles should not be removed and 

destroyed. If, at the conclusion of the hearing, the owner or any person interested in the 

abandoned article or articles described in such notice has not removed the article or articles and 

complied with the ordinance or regulation cited in the notice, the Board of County 
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Commissioners may cause the article or articles of abandoned property to be removed and 

destroyed. The salvage value, ifany, of such article or articles shall be retained by the county to 

be applied against the cost ofremoval and destruction thereof, unless the costs of removal and 

destruction are paid by the owner, salvage value shall be deposited in the general fund of the 

County. 

SECTION 5. ENFORCEMENT. 

The owner of any abandoned motor vehicle or boat who, after notice as provided in this 

article, does not remove the vehicle or boat within the specified period shall be liable to the 

county for all costs of removal and destruction of such property,less any salvage value received 

by the county. Upon such removal and destruction, the enforcement officer shall notify the 

owner of the amount owed and of the penalty provision of this section. In the case of an 

abandoned boat, any person who neglects or refuses to pay such amount shall not be entitled to 

be issued a certificate of registration for any other boat until such costs have been paid. The 

enforcement officer shall supply the department of natural resources with a list ofpersons whose 

boat registration privileges have been revoked under this article and neither the department of 

natural resources nor the tax collector or other person acting as agent thereof shall issue a 

certificate of registration to a person whose boat registration privilege has been revoked, as 

provided by this section, until such costs have been paid. In the case of an abandoned motor 

vehicle, any person who neglects or refuses to pay such amount shall be subject to a fine of 

$100.00. 

SECTION 6. - PENALTY. 

Whoever opposes, obstructs, or resists any enforcement officer or any person authorized 

by the enforcement officer in the discharge of his duties as provided in this article upon 

conviction shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

SECTION 7. -IMMUNITY. 

The enforcement officer or any person authorized by the enforcement officer shall be 

immune from prosecution, civil or criminal, for reasonable good faith trespass upon real property 

while in the discharge of duties imposed by this article. 

SECTION 8. - ADOPTION OF STATE STATUTE. 

F.S. §§ 705.101-705.106 are hereby adopted by reference.
 

SECTION 9. SUPPLEMENTAL AUTHORITY.
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The procedure authorized by this article is supplemental to other procedures authorized 

by law. 

SECTION 10. CODIFICATION. The provisions of this ordinance shall become and 

be made a part of the code of laws and ordinances of the County of Santa Rosa. The sections of 

this ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such, and the word "ordinance" 

may be changed to "section", "article", or any other appropriate word. 

SECTION 11. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this ordinance is held to be illegal 

or invalid, the other provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall take effect upon filing ofa 

certified copy of this Ordinance with the Department of State within ten (lO) days after 

enactment. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by a vote of_ yeas and _ nays and _ absent of the Board 

of County Commissioners of Santa Rosa County, Florida, on the _ day of March, 2011. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

By: --=:---:--------­
ATTEST: Chairman 

Clerk of Court 

I, Mary M. Johnson, Clerk of Court of Santa Rosa County, Florida, do hereby certify that 
the same was adopted and filed of record and a copy deposited in the Postal Department of the 
United States of America for delivery by registered mail to the Secretary of the State of Florida, 
on this __daY of ,2011. 

Mary M. Johnson, Clerk of Court 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2011 ­

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING ORDINANCE 2002-27; AMENDING SECTION 11 
UNWANTED SOLIOTATION OR CANVASSING; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION; AND, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

SECTION 1. Section 11 of Santa Rosa County Ordinance 2002-27 is amended as 

follows: (Language added is printed in type which is bold underline type, and language deleted 

is printed in stmek threegh type.) 

"SECfION 11. UNWANTED SOLICITATION OR CANVASSING. 

Persons engaged in the activity of soliciting or canvassing are prohibited from entering 

upon a dwelling or disturbing the occupants of any residence whenever a no soliciting or no 

canvassing sign has been posted on or adjacent to the entrance to the dwelling or is in prominent 

view at the entrance of the dwelling, or when the residence is located in a subdivision or 

neighborhood that has a no soliciting or no canvassing sign posted On or adjacent to the 

entrance to the subdivisioD or neighborhood." 

SECTION 2. CODIFICATION. The provisions of this ordinance shall become and be 

made a part of the code of laws and ordinances of the County of Santa Rosa. The sections of this 

ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such, and the word "ordinance" may 

be changed to "section", "article", or any other appropriate word. 

SECfION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. A copy of this Ordinance shall be filed in the office 

of the Secretary ofState within ten (10) days of enactment and shall take effect upon said filing. 

PASSED AND ADOP'fED by a vote of_yeas and _ nays and _ absent of the Board 

ofCounty Commissioners of Santa Rosa County, Florida, on the_ day of , 2011. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

By: _-=:--,---- _ 

ATTEST: Chairman 

Clerk of Court 

1, Mary M. Johnson, Clerk of Court of Santa Rosa County, Florida, do hereby certify that the 
same was adopted and filed of record and a copy deposited in the Postal Department of the United States 
of America for delivery by registered mail to the Secretary of the State of Florida, on this __ day of 
___,,2011. 

Mary M. Johnson 






























































