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“Expect the best, plan for the worst, and prepare to be 
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Denis Waitley 
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Dedication to Richard Sheirer 

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/19/richard-j-sheirer-city-emergency-chief-on-
911-dies/ 

 

This edition of the Emergency Manager’s Weekly Report is dedicated to Richard J. 
Sheirer.  Mr. Sheirer passed away on January 18th from a heart attack.  He served as the 

Commissioner of Emergency Management for New York City on 9/11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As Editor I would like to express my condolences to his family and friends and to the City 
of New York.  While I was not privileged to ever meet Mr. Sheirer I’m sure he will be 

greatly missed by all who knew him.  Rest in Peace!

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/19/richard-j-sheirer-city-emergency-chief-on-911-dies/
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/19/richard-j-sheirer-city-emergency-chief-on-911-dies/
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Executive Summary 
This section of the EM Weekly Report will contain news articles, reports and resources 
that are of particular interest to emergency management professionals: 
 
Dedication to Richard Sheirer (Page 4) 
 
$7.5M to repair Washington Monument (District of Columbia) 
http://news.yahoo.com/apnewsbreak-7-5m-repair-washington-monument-
040837270.html 
 
How Recovery Is Ingrained in Waffle House’s Culture 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/How-Recovery-Is-Ingrained-in-Waffle-Houses-
Culture.html 
 
Tax relief possible for losses in natural disasters 
http://www.usatoday.com/money/perfi/taxes/story/2012-01-21/taxes-disaster-
relief/52700894/1 
 
Subculture of Americans prepares for civilization's collapse 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/21/us-usa-civilization-collapse-
idUSTRE80K0LA20120121 
 
Hauer confirmed as NY Homeland Security Chief (New York) 
http://www.greenwichtime.com/news/article/Hauer-confirmed-as-NY-Homeland-Security-
chief-2622569.php 
 
National EAS Test Considered a Success despite Issues 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/training/National-EAS-Test-Considered-Success.html 
 
Richard Branson on Disaster Planning 
http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/219661 
 
Counterterror, disaster response centers not sharing information (California) 
http://californiawatch.org/dailyreport/counterterror-disaster-response-centers-not-
sharing-information-14587 
 
Complaints about Disaster Aid Are Little More Than Hot Air (Page  ) 
 
Justice Dept. website shut down in apparent hack 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-201_162-57362376/justice-dept-website-shut-down-in-
apparent-hack/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain 
 
FBI raid on Lake Mary home part of ongoing investigation (Florida) 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/os-fbi-terrorism-raid-lake-mary-
20120121,0,7559718.story 
 
Neo-Confederate League of the South Espouses Posse Comitatus Ideology 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2012/01/11/neo-confederate-league-of-the-south-
espouses-posse-comitatus-ideology/ 

http://news.yahoo.com/apnewsbreak-7-5m-repair-washington-monument-040837270.html
http://news.yahoo.com/apnewsbreak-7-5m-repair-washington-monument-040837270.html
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/How-Recovery-Is-Ingrained-in-Waffle-Houses-Culture.html
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/How-Recovery-Is-Ingrained-in-Waffle-Houses-Culture.html
http://www.usatoday.com/money/perfi/taxes/story/2012-01-21/taxes-disaster-relief/52700894/1
http://www.usatoday.com/money/perfi/taxes/story/2012-01-21/taxes-disaster-relief/52700894/1
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/21/us-usa-civilization-collapse-idUSTRE80K0LA20120121
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/21/us-usa-civilization-collapse-idUSTRE80K0LA20120121
http://www.greenwichtime.com/news/article/Hauer-confirmed-as-NY-Homeland-Security-chief-2622569.php
http://www.greenwichtime.com/news/article/Hauer-confirmed-as-NY-Homeland-Security-chief-2622569.php
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/training/National-EAS-Test-Considered-Success.html
http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/219661
http://californiawatch.org/dailyreport/counterterror-disaster-response-centers-not-sharing-information-14587
http://californiawatch.org/dailyreport/counterterror-disaster-response-centers-not-sharing-information-14587
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-201_162-57362376/justice-dept-website-shut-down-in-apparent-hack/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-201_162-57362376/justice-dept-website-shut-down-in-apparent-hack/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/os-fbi-terrorism-raid-lake-mary-20120121,0,7559718.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/os-fbi-terrorism-raid-lake-mary-20120121,0,7559718.story
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2012/01/11/neo-confederate-league-of-the-south-espouses-posse-comitatus-ideology/
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2012/01/11/neo-confederate-league-of-the-south-espouses-posse-comitatus-ideology/
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2012/01/11/neo-confederate-league-of-the-south-espouses-posse-comitatus-ideology/
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Anonymous wants to crash Facebook Jan. 28 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-501465_162-57364163-501465/anonymous-wants-to-
crash-facebook-jan-28/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain 
 
In Police Training, a Dark Film on U.S. Muslims 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/24/nyregion/in-police-training-a-dark-film-on-us-
muslims.html?_r=1&hp 
 
U.S. special forces rescue Somalia aid workers 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/africa/somalia-aid-workers/index.html?hpt=hp_t2 
 
Rand Paul in Pat-Down Standoff with TSA in Nashville (Tennessee) 
http://news.yahoo.com/rand-paul-pat-down-standoff-tsa-nashville-153342775--abc-
news.html 
 
Transportation Security Administration Adopts Coast Guard's Emergency Alert System 
http://gcn.com/articles/2012/01/18/tsa-coast-guard-emergency-alert-system.aspx 
 
3 die in house fire near Marist College (New York) 
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/21/10207477-3-die-in-house-fire-near-
marist-college 
 
Scientists turning to crowdsourcing to gather more information about earthquakes 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-scientists-crowdsourcing-earthquakes.html 
 
Toward Twister Forecasting: Scientists Make Progress in Assessing Tornado Seasons 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/01/120119134019.htm 
 
Could the Internet Ever Be Destroyed? 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=could-internet-ever-be-destroyed 
 
U.S. weather radar network gets upgrade 
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/news/story/2012-01-17/national-weather-service-new-
radar-system/52746738/1 
 
Waiting for Death Valley's Big Bang (California) 
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2012-01/teia-wfd012312.php 
 
Chemists find new material to remove radioactive gas from spent nuclear fuel 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-chemists-material-radioactive-gas-spent.html 
 
2011's Weather Is a Precursor of Things to Come, says NOAA Assistant Administrator 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/2011-Precursor-NOAA-Assistant-
Administrator.html 
 
Meet Lucy Jones, "the Earthquake Lady" (California) 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/Meet-Lucy-Jones-the-Earthquake-
Lady.html 
 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-501465_162-57364163-501465/anonymous-wants-to-crash-facebook-jan-28/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-501465_162-57364163-501465/anonymous-wants-to-crash-facebook-jan-28/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/24/nyregion/in-police-training-a-dark-film-on-us-muslims.html?_r=1&hp
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/24/nyregion/in-police-training-a-dark-film-on-us-muslims.html?_r=1&hp
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/africa/somalia-aid-workers/index.html?hpt=hp_t2
http://news.yahoo.com/rand-paul-pat-down-standoff-tsa-nashville-153342775--abc-news.html
http://news.yahoo.com/rand-paul-pat-down-standoff-tsa-nashville-153342775--abc-news.html
http://gcn.com/articles/2012/01/18/tsa-coast-guard-emergency-alert-system.aspx
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/21/10207477-3-die-in-house-fire-near-marist-college
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/21/10207477-3-die-in-house-fire-near-marist-college
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-scientists-crowdsourcing-earthquakes.html
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/01/120119134019.htm
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=could-internet-ever-be-destroyed
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/news/story/2012-01-17/national-weather-service-new-radar-system/52746738/1
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/news/story/2012-01-17/national-weather-service-new-radar-system/52746738/1
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2012-01/teia-wfd012312.php
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-chemists-material-radioactive-gas-spent.html
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/2011-Precursor-NOAA-Assistant-Administrator.html
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/2011-Precursor-NOAA-Assistant-Administrator.html
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/Meet-Lucy-Jones-the-Earthquake-Lady.html
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The Heroes of the Concordia 
http://news.discovery.com/human/heroes-of-concordia-crash-121901.html 
 
Costa Concordia disaster: Cruise firm faces US lawsuit 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-16659090 
 
Cruise ship threatens marine paradise off Italy 
http://news.yahoo.com/cruise-ship-threatens-marine-paradise-off-italy-192645074.html 
 
Analysis: Italy disaster shows Titanic lifeboat issues linger 
http://news.yahoo.com/analysis-italy-disaster-shows-titanic-lifeboat-issues-linger-
204609443.html 
 
Cruise ship captain says he was told to perform fatal maneuver 
http://overheadbin.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/22/10210202-cruise-ship-captain-
says-he-was-told-to-perform-fatal-maneuver 
 
Costa Concordia May Have Had Unregistered Passengers 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/23/world/europe/costa-concordia-may-have-had-
unregistered-passengers.html?_r=1&hp 
 
Costa Concordia rescuers find 16th body 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/24/world/europe/italy-cruise-main/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 
 
Cruise ship captain admits 'mistake' in deposition 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/europe/italy-cruise-ship/index.html?hpt=hp_bn2 
 
Haiti creates nationwide food program 
http://news.yahoo.com/haiti-creates-nationwide-food-program-232445991.html 
 
From One Tragedy, Tools to Fight the Next (Japan) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/business/inventions-offer-tools-to-endure-future-
disasters.html?_r=1&src=tp&smid=fb-share 
 
Haiti dreams of tourism revival 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/haiti-dreams-of-tourism-
revival/2012/01/17/gIQA5ChcKQ_story.html?hpid=z11 
 
Drought-generated hunger crisis draws binational response 
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/1225871-Drought-generated-
hunger-crisis-draws-binational-response/ 
 
Interpol faces legal threat for helping oppressive regimes hunt dissidents 
http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/23/10167327-interpol-faces-legal-
threat-for-helping-oppressive-regimes-hunt-dissidents 
 
Japan 'betrayed citizens' over radiation danger 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-01-19/japan-delayed-radiation-
details/3782110/?site=ballarat 
 

http://news.discovery.com/human/heroes-of-concordia-crash-121901.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-16659090
http://news.yahoo.com/cruise-ship-threatens-marine-paradise-off-italy-192645074.html
http://news.yahoo.com/analysis-italy-disaster-shows-titanic-lifeboat-issues-linger-204609443.html
http://news.yahoo.com/analysis-italy-disaster-shows-titanic-lifeboat-issues-linger-204609443.html
http://overheadbin.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/22/10210202-cruise-ship-captain-says-he-was-told-to-perform-fatal-maneuver
http://overheadbin.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/22/10210202-cruise-ship-captain-says-he-was-told-to-perform-fatal-maneuver
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/23/world/europe/costa-concordia-may-have-had-unregistered-passengers.html?_r=1&hp
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/23/world/europe/costa-concordia-may-have-had-unregistered-passengers.html?_r=1&hp
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/24/world/europe/italy-cruise-main/index.html?hpt=hp_t3
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/europe/italy-cruise-ship/index.html?hpt=hp_bn2
http://news.yahoo.com/haiti-creates-nationwide-food-program-232445991.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/business/inventions-offer-tools-to-endure-future-disasters.html?_r=1&src=tp&smid=fb-share
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/business/inventions-offer-tools-to-endure-future-disasters.html?_r=1&src=tp&smid=fb-share
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/haiti-dreams-of-tourism-revival/2012/01/17/gIQA5ChcKQ_story.html?hpid=z11
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/haiti-dreams-of-tourism-revival/2012/01/17/gIQA5ChcKQ_story.html?hpid=z11
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/1225871-Drought-generated-hunger-crisis-draws-binational-response/
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/1225871-Drought-generated-hunger-crisis-draws-binational-response/
http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/23/10167327-interpol-faces-legal-threat-for-helping-oppressive-regimes-hunt-dissidents
http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/23/10167327-interpol-faces-legal-threat-for-helping-oppressive-regimes-hunt-dissidents
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-01-19/japan-delayed-radiation-details/3782110/?site=ballarat
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Fukushima's animals abandoned and left to die (Japan) 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/26/world/asia/fukushimas-animals-abandoned-and-left-to-
die/index.html?hpt=hp_bn2 
 
Plan: 'Dominican Republic learns from Haiti quake' 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24699&a=email 
 
La Nina cooled the globe in 2011 
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/story/2012-01-19/global-climate-
report/52676690/1 
 
NEOShield to assess Earth defense 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16651642 
 
Bioterror fears halt research on mutant bird flu 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-16662346 
 
China reports second bird flu death in a month  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46091755/ns/health-cold_and_flu/ 
 
Radioactive material stolen in Egypt 
http://www.nature.com/news/radioactive-material-stolen-in-egypt-1.9867 
 
In France, vintners erase a notorious past 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/in-france-vintners-erase-a-notorious-
past/2012/01/10/gIQAsOIy9P_story.html?hpid=z4 
 
Science to help rice growers affected by Japan's tsunami 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-science-rice-growers-affected-japan.html 
 
Japanese Struggle to Protect Their Food Supply 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/world/asia/wary-japanese-take-food-safety-into-
their-own-hands.html?ref=world 
 
Study: 70% chance big quake will hit Tokyo within 4 years 
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2012/01/study-70-chance-big-
quake-will-hit-tokyo-within-4-years/1?loc=interstitialskip 
 
Magnetic soap could help in oil spill clean-ups 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16681106 
 
Palestinians to renew efforts for bid to U.N. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/19/palestinians-to-renew-efforts-for-bid-
to-un/ 
 
Nations try to oust Syria from UNESCO rights panel 
http://news.yahoo.com/nations-try-oust-syria-unesco-rights-panel-165559071.html 
 
China to again close Tibet during sensitive period 
http://news.yahoo.com/china-again-close-tibet-during-sensitive-period-103147299.html 

http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/26/world/asia/fukushimas-animals-abandoned-and-left-to-die/index.html?hpt=hp_bn2
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/26/world/asia/fukushimas-animals-abandoned-and-left-to-die/index.html?hpt=hp_bn2
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24699&a=email
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/story/2012-01-19/global-climate-report/52676690/1
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/story/2012-01-19/global-climate-report/52676690/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16651642
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-16662346
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46091755/ns/health-cold_and_flu/
http://www.nature.com/news/radioactive-material-stolen-in-egypt-1.9867
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/in-france-vintners-erase-a-notorious-past/2012/01/10/gIQAsOIy9P_story.html?hpid=z4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/in-france-vintners-erase-a-notorious-past/2012/01/10/gIQAsOIy9P_story.html?hpid=z4
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-science-rice-growers-affected-japan.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/world/asia/wary-japanese-take-food-safety-into-their-own-hands.html?ref=world
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/world/asia/wary-japanese-take-food-safety-into-their-own-hands.html?ref=world
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2012/01/study-70-chance-big-quake-will-hit-tokyo-within-4-years/1?loc=interstitialskip
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2012/01/study-70-chance-big-quake-will-hit-tokyo-within-4-years/1?loc=interstitialskip
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16681106
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/19/palestinians-to-renew-efforts-for-bid-to-un/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/19/palestinians-to-renew-efforts-for-bid-to-un/
http://news.yahoo.com/nations-try-oust-syria-unesco-rights-panel-165559071.html
http://news.yahoo.com/china-again-close-tibet-during-sensitive-period-103147299.html
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Tensions flare over Falkland Islands 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/americas/argentina-uk-
falklands/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 
 
DID GLOBAL WARMING DESTROY MY HOMETOWN?  
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-01/did-global-warming-destroy-my-
hometown-0 
 
Feeding The World Gets Short Shrift In Climate Change Debate 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2012/01/20/145524525/feeding-the-world-gets-short-
shrift-in-climate-change-debate 
 
Climate conversations - Shelter from the storm? 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24675&a=email 

 
No chance for climate deal unless firms join push: UN 
http://news.yahoo.com/no-chance-climate-deal-unless-firms-join-push-174341400.html 
 
Wind farms bought, built in central Montana 
http://news.yahoo.com/wind-farms-bought-built-central-montana-003853277.html 
 
Global Risks in 2012 
https://www.hsdl.org/hslog/?q=node%2F6627 
 
FEMA Blog, White House Honors Champions of Change in Emergency Preparedness  
http://blog.fema.gov/2012/01/white-house-honors-champions-of-change.html 
 
Five Maritime Disasters That Shocked the World: Photos 
http://news.discovery.com/history/maritime-disasters-122001.html 
 
IAEM Annual Conference, 2012 Speaker Guidance and Resources 
http://www.iaem.com/SpeakerGuidance2012/index.asp 
 
National Geographic Channel, Doomsday Preppers- Video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUM0TOkNALg&feature=related 
 
FEMA Blog, White House Honors Champions of Change in Emergency Preparedness  
http://blog.fema.gov/2012/01/white-house-honors-champions-of-change.html 
 
'Moving Forward: Life After the Great East Japan Earthquake' opens March 4 at Fowler 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/moving-forward-life-after-the-221989.aspx 
 
The Women of Katrina: How Gender, Race, and Class Matter in an American Disaster 
http://www.vanderbiltuniversitypress.com/books/436/the-women-of-katrina  
 
National Disaster Recovery Framework 
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/recoveryframework/ndrf.pdf 
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Emergency Management Solutions January 2012 - Meeting Agendas: Four key 
questions for more effective meetings 
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs027/1102615593725/archive/1109067298711.html 
 
January 2012 Natural Hazards Observer 
http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/o/archives/2012/jan12_observerweb.pdf 
 
Transcript of January 11th EMForum.org Program Now Available -- Presidential Policy 
Directive 8 (PPD-8) 
http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc120111.htm 
 
Google Public Alerts 
http://www.google.org/publicalerts 
 
New CERT Training Tools Webinar Transcript 
http://www.citizencorps.gov/news/webcasts.shtm 
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U.S. News Reports 
 
Emergency Management 
 
$7.5M to repair Washington Monument (District of Columbia) 
http://news.yahoo.com/apnewsbreak-7-5m-repair-washington-monument-
040837270.html 
 
Guard WMD team hoping for best, training for worst (Florida) 
http://www2.tbo.com/news/breaking-news/2012/jan/19/hoping-for-the-best-training-for-
the-worst-ar-349008/?referer=None&shorturl=http%3A%2F%2Ftbo.ly%2FzY9wLX 
 
A Judge Rules Vermont Can’t Shut Nuclear Plant 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/20/science/earth/vermont-cant-shut-down-nuclear-
plant-judge-rules.html?hp 
 
How Recovery Is Ingrained in Waffle House’s Culture 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/How-Recovery-Is-Ingrained-in-Waffle-Houses-
Culture.html 
 
Tax relief possible for losses in natural disasters 
http://www.usatoday.com/money/perfi/taxes/story/2012-01-21/taxes-disaster-
relief/52700894/1 
 
Subculture of Americans prepares for civilization's collapse 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/21/us-usa-civilization-collapse-
idUSTRE80K0LA20120121 
 
Contractor quarrels, alleged death threats jeopardize demolition timeline for schools 
(Missouri) 
http://www.joplinglobe.com/local/x647568187/Contractor-quarrels-alleged-death-threats-
jeopardize-demolition-timeline-for-schools 
 
Who’s responsible for notifying residents about gas? (Pennsylvania) 
http://www.timesleader.com/TheDallasPost/news/Who_rsquo_s_responsible_for_notifyin
g_residents_about_gas__01-22-2012.html 
 
20 Inducted into Hall of Fame for International Women in Homeland Security and 
Emergency Mangement  
http://inwem.org/welcometo/?p=292 
 
Last officer in Katrina shootings heading to trial (Louisiana) 
http://news.yahoo.com/last-officer-katrina-shootings-heading-trial-163816671.html 
 
Around the Rotunda: State disasters in recent years caused leap in needed emergency 
money (Nebraska) 
http://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/statehouse/82db2480-a502-5c04-a988-
76745a60583e.html 
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Lake County EOC controversy could cost taxpayers money (Florida) 
http://www.cfnews13.com/article/news/2012/january/371234/Lake-County-EOC-
controversy-could-cost-taxpayers-money?cid=rss 
 
Hauer confirmed as NY Homeland Security Chief (New York) 
http://www.greenwichtime.com/news/article/Hauer-confirmed-as-NY-Homeland-Security-
chief-2622569.php 
 
For some victims of the Nashville flood, the way home has been a rocky path 
(Tennessee)  
http://www.nashvillescene.com/nashville/for-some-victims-of-the-nashville-flood-the-way-
home-has-been-a-rocky-path/Content?oid=2734827 
 
National EAS Test Considered a Success despite Issues 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/training/National-EAS-Test-Considered-Success.html 
 
Richard Branson on Disaster Planning 
http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/219661 
 
Counterterror, disaster response centers not sharing information (California) 
http://californiawatch.org/dailyreport/counterterror-disaster-response-centers-not-
sharing-information-14587 
 
San Gabriel Valley cities plead for state help on windstorm costs (California) 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2012/01/san-gabriel-valley-cities-state-aid-wind-
damage.html 
 
Budgeting for a new military vision 
http://security.blogs.cnn.com/2012/01/26/budgeting-for-a-new-military-vision/?hpt=hp_t1 
 
 
 
 

CQ TODAY ONLINE NEWS 
Jan. 24, 2012 – 11:37 p.m. 
 
Complaints about Disaster Aid Are Little More Than Hot Air 
House Republicans have made a point of fretting about the rising cost of federal 
aid to the states in response to devastating natural catastrophes and even 
routine winter snowstorms. That does not mean, however, that they are about to 
take any serious steps to limit the president’s authority to put Washington on the 
hook for 75 percent of many cleanup costs. 
 
Take John L. Mica, R-Fla., for instance. As chairman of the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, Mica has said he expects this year to look at how 
the key law on disaster aid, the 1988 Stafford Act (PL 100-707), might be revised 
to improve the federal response to catastrophes. But currently he does not plan 
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to look specifically at the broad power that the law gives presidents to declare 
major disasters. 
 
Because presidents make those calls, they have a rare direct path into the 
federal purse, which otherwise remains under the jealous control of lawmakers. 
Congress took steps last year to try to budget better for the cost of catastrophes. 
But with a major disaster declaration, presidents make certain that federal money 
will flow to affected towns or counties. 
There’s a strong argument to be made for resting this power with presidents, who 
can act faster than Congress can, said Richard T. Sylves, a University of 
Delaware professor who has published widely on disaster aid. 
 
The Stafford Act allows presidents a great deal of discretion to declare disasters 
that warrant federal aid whenever there is “damage of sufficient severity and 
magnitude” after catastrophes, storms and floods. 
 
Major disasters were declared for the 2011 tornadoes that left more than 140 
people dead in Missouri and flattened parts of the city of Joplin, as well as the 
February 2010 snowstorm in Washington that did little beyond shuttering 
businesses and Congress for a few days. 
Some lawmakers wonder whether governors have become too reliant on such 
federal aid, particularly in the case of routine weather events. “Disaster relief 
should be for things that communities and states can’t reasonably handle by 
themselves, and I’d like to know if we have moved away from that standard,” said 
Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo. He has asked the Government Accountability Office to 
look into the pattern of disaster declarations. 
 
The federal government declared major disasters for 816 events in the 35 years 
before the Stafford Act was passed. In the 23 years since, disasters have been 
declared 1,234 times, according to statistics from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. Winter storms were the cause of 15 major disaster 
declarations before the Stafford Act and of 207 since. 
Governors have come to expect more help from Washington in facing even fairly 
routine calamities, said R. Steven Daniels, professor of public policy and 
administration at California State University, Bakersfield. Yet there are no signs 
that Congress will try to shift the burden to the states. 
 
“Presidents and members of Congress get way too many benefits from granting 
disaster aid,” Daniels said. “They will talk up changing it, but as soon as disaster 
hits their district or state, it will be everyone for themselves.” 
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Homeland Security, Defense and National Security 
 
Federal indictment claims popular Web site Megaupload.com shared pirated material 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/federal-indictment-claims-popular-
web-site-shared-pirated-material/2012/01/19/gIQA4rDwBQ_story.html?hpid=z2 
 
Air Force Launches New Military Communications Satellite Into Orbit 
http://news.yahoo.com/air-force-launches-military-communications-satellite-orbit-
021021016.html 
 
Justice Dept. website shut down in apparent hack 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-201_162-57362376/justice-dept-website-shut-down-in-
apparent-hack/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain 
 
FBI raid on Lake Mary home part of ongoing investigation (Florida) 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/os-fbi-terrorism-raid-lake-mary-
20120121,0,7559718.story 
 
Jewish paper's column catches Secret Service's eye 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/21/us/jewish-president-threat/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 
 
Documentary examines how toxic water at the nation’s largest Marine base damaged 
lives 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/documentary-reveals-how-
contaminated-water-at-the-nations-largest-marine-base-damaged-
lives/2012/01/10/gIQAfpy4GQ_story.html?hpid=z7 
 
Prosecutors: 4th man recruited in NYC bomb plot 
http://www.homeland1.com/domestic-international-terrorism/articles/1223276-
Prosecutors-4th-man-recruited-in-NYC-bomb-plot/ 
 
DoE Seeks to Amend Atomic Energy Act to Reclassify Certain Data  
http://www.hstoday.us/industry-news/general/single-article/doe-seeks-to-amend-atomic-
energy-act-to-reclassify-certain-data/5a1c6b046dbdea10b498b7349794c666.html 
 
Pam Geller Announces New International Anti-Muslim Effort 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2012/01/18/pam-geller-announces-new-international-anti-
muslim-effort/ 
 
Neo-Confederate League of the South Espouses Posse Comitatus Ideology 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2012/01/11/neo-confederate-league-of-the-south-
espouses-posse-comitatus-ideology/ 
 
Homeland Security Wants to Spy on 4 Square Miles at Once 
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/01/homeland-security-surveillance/ 
 
Anonymous wants to crash Facebook Jan. 28 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-501465_162-57364163-501465/anonymous-wants-to-
crash-facebook-jan-28/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain 
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Ex-U.S. spy chief says may take crisis for new cyber law  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46107635/ns/technology_and_science-security/ 
 
In Police Training, a Dark Film on U.S. Muslims 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/24/nyregion/in-police-training-a-dark-film-on-us-
muslims.html?_r=1&hp 
 
Is The NYPD Experimenting With Drones Over The City? Evidence Points to Yes (New 
York) 
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2012/01/23/is-the-nypd-experimenting-with-drones-over-the-
city-evidence-points-to-yes/ 
 
U.S. special forces rescue Somalia aid workers 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/africa/somalia-aid-workers/index.html?hpt=hp_t2 
 
New drone has no pilot anywhere, so who's accountable? 
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-auto-drone-20120126,0,740306.story 
 
Rand Paul in Pat-Down Standoff with TSA in Nashville (Tennessee) 
http://news.yahoo.com/rand-paul-pat-down-standoff-tsa-nashville-153342775--abc-
news.html 
 
Colorado man arrested on terrorism charges 
http://news.yahoo.com/colorado-man-arrested-terrorism-charges-191723183.html 
 
Former CIA officer accused of leaking classified info 
http://security.blogs.cnn.com/2012/01/23/former-cia-officer-accused-of-disclosing-i-d-of-
a-fellow-agent/?hpt=hp_t3 
 
Hackers-for-Hire Are Easy to Find 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203471004577145140543496380.html?
mod=whats_now&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pulsenews 
 
Transportation Security Administration Adopts Coast Guard's Emergency Alert System 
http://gcn.com/articles/2012/01/18/tsa-coast-guard-emergency-alert-system.aspx 
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Campus Safety and Security 
 
3 die in house fire near Marist College (New York) 
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/21/10207477-3-die-in-house-fire-near-
marist-college 
 
UCLA Lab Assistant Killed in Fire Was Not Properly Trained, Report (California) 
http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/ktla-ucla-fatal-lab-fire-charges,0,5886027.story 
 
Pa. Education System Reaches Agreement With Campus Officers 
http://www.campussafetymagazine.com/Channel/University-
Security/News/2012/01/23/Pa-Education-System-Reaches-New-Agreement-With-
Campus-Officers.aspx 
 
ASU Web Services Shut Down After System Breach (Arizona) 
http://www.campussafetymagazine.com/Channel/University-
Security/News/2012/01/19/ASU-Web-Services-Shut-Down-After-System-Breach.aspx 
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Functional Needs 
 
IEMA Offers Emergency Preparedness Tips for People with Functional and Access 
Needs (Illinois) 
http://www.cantondailyledger.com/news/x735289737/IEMA-Offers-Emergency-
Preparedness-Tips-for-People-with-Functional-and-Access-Needs 
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Hazard Research and News 
 
A Possible Treatment for a Deadly Food Poisoning Toxin 
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/80beats/2012/01/20/a-possible-treatment-for-a-
deadly-food-poisoning-
toxin/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+80beats
+%2880beats%29 
 
Scientists turning to crowdsourcing to gather more information about earthquakes 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-scientists-crowdsourcing-earthquakes.html 
 
Toward Twister Forecasting: Scientists Make Progress in Assessing Tornado Seasons 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/01/120119134019.htm 
 
Man admits dumping fireplace ash sparking Reno-area blaze (Nevada) 
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/19/10193877-man-admits-dumping-
fireplace-ash-sparking-reno-area-blaze 
 
More than 200,000 lose power in Northwest storm 
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/storms/story/2012-01-21/northwest-storm-thousands-
lose-power/52724316/1 
 
As Obama delays controversial Keystone oil pipeline, vast network of pipelines already 
in place 
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/01/21/while-obama-delays-controversial-keystone-
oil-pipeline-vast-network-energy/?test=latestnews 
 
Why giant ice storm fooled the forecasters (Washington) 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2017301513_forecasterror22m.html 
 
Hazard could be in the next lane, but highway chemical spills not common (Florida) 
http://www.news-journalonline.com/news/local/east-volusia/2012/01/22/hazard-could-be-
in-next-lane-but-highway-chemical-spills-arent-common.html 
 
Could the Internet Ever Be Destroyed? 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=could-internet-ever-be-destroyed 
 
U.S. weather radar network gets upgrade 
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/news/story/2012-01-17/national-weather-service-new-
radar-system/52746738/1 
 
Waiting for Death Valley's Big Bang (California) 
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2012-01/teia-wfd012312.php 
 
Chemists find new material to remove radioactive gas from spent nuclear fuel 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-chemists-material-radioactive-gas-spent.html 
 
2011's Weather Is a Precursor of Things to Come, says NOAA Assistant Administrator 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/2011-Precursor-NOAA-Assistant-
Administrator.html 
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Ice shuts Seattle airport, 100,000 lose power (Washington) 
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/19/10190486-ice-shuts-seattle-airport-
100000-lose-power 
 
Meet Lucy Jones, "the Earthquake Lady" (California) 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/Meet-Lucy-Jones-the-Earthquake-
Lady.html 
 
2 dead in Ala. as storms pound South, Midwest 
http://news.yahoo.com/2-dead-ala-storms-pound-south-midwest-131933686.html 
 
U.S. flood protection inadequate 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24714&a=email 
 
Tornado Myths Tough for Forecasters to Bust 
http://news.yahoo.com/tornado-myths-tough-forecasters-bust-204015239.html 
 
 
 
 

http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/19/10190486-ice-shuts-seattle-airport-100000-lose-power
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/19/10190486-ice-shuts-seattle-airport-100000-lose-power
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/Meet-Lucy-Jones-the-Earthquake-Lady.html
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/Meet-Lucy-Jones-the-Earthquake-Lady.html
http://news.yahoo.com/2-dead-ala-storms-pound-south-midwest-131933686.html
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24714&a=email
http://news.yahoo.com/tornado-myths-tough-forecasters-bust-204015239.html


This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you’re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

20 

Public Safety Communications, Interoperability, 3-1-1 and 9-1-1 News  
 
Safety Agencies Advised to Avoid Mobile Networks for Critical Communications 
http://www.cellular-news.com/story/52736.php 
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Other 
 
FDLE investigates Osceola County clerk of court in workplace-violence allegations 
(Florida) 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/osceola/os-osceola-clerk-punch-probe-
20120120,0,3282557.story 
 
Home-made ‘rover’ on duty for hazmat spills (Illinois) 
http://www.beloitdailynews.com/news/home-made-rover-on-duty-for-hazmat-
spills/article_66237b5c-4382-11e1-b63f-001871e3ce6c.html 
 
Census releases data on American Indian population 
http://news.yahoo.com/census-releases-data-american-indian-population-
205256402.html 
 
Funeral expenses for N.J. first-responders killed in line of duty would be covered by 
state under proposed law 
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/01/funeral_expenses_for_nj_first-.html 
 
Firefighters turn their DCFD emblazoned backs on Chief Kenneth Ellerbe. Reporter says 
more than 100 walk out of State of DC Fire & EMS address (District of Columbia) 
http://statter911.com/2012/01/24/firefighters-turn-their-dcfd-emblazoned-backs-on-chief-
kenneth-ellerbe-reporter-says-more-than-100-walk-out-of-state-of-dc-fire-ems-address/ 
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 International News Stories 
 
Costa Concordia Cruise Ship Disaster 
 
Captain's version of cruise ship disaster- Video 
http://video.msnbc.msn.com/nightly-news/46083886/#46083886 
 
The Heroes of the Concordia 
http://news.discovery.com/human/heroes-of-concordia-crash-121901.html 
 
Scorned Cruise Ship Captain Not Alone in History 
http://news.discovery.com/history/ship-captain-abandon-history-120117.html 
 
Is That Ethical? Italian Cruise Disaster Sparks Leadership Questions 
http://news.yahoo.com/ethical-italian-cruise-disaster-sparks-leadership-questions-
234808829.html 
 
Rescuers resume partial search on doomed Italian cruise ship 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/20/world/europe/italy-cruise-main/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 
 
Costa Concordia disaster: Cruise firm faces US lawsuit 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-16659090 
 
Cruise ship threatens marine paradise off Italy 
http://news.yahoo.com/cruise-ship-threatens-marine-paradise-off-italy-192645074.html 
 
Analysis: Italy disaster shows Titanic lifeboat issues linger 
http://news.yahoo.com/analysis-italy-disaster-shows-titanic-lifeboat-issues-linger-
204609443.html 
 
Cruise passengers told to go to cabins- Video 
http://www.cnn.com/video/?hpt=hp_t3#/video/bestoftv/2012/01/20/ctw-rivers-concordia-
passengers-told-everything-was-fine.cnn 
 
Cruise ship captain says he was told to perform fatal maneuver 
http://overheadbin.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/22/10210202-cruise-ship-captain-
says-he-was-told-to-perform-fatal-maneuver 
 
Concordia Could Get Chained to the Reef 
http://news.discovery.com/earth/concordia-chained-reef-120122.html 
 
Costa Concordia May Have Had Unregistered Passengers 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/23/world/europe/costa-concordia-may-have-had-
unregistered-passengers.html?_r=1&hp 
 
Survivors recount frantic escape from sinking cruise ship 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/19/travel/italy-ship-survivors/index.html?hpt=hp_bn2 
 
Church safe haven for cruise victims- Video 
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http://edition.cnn.com/video/?hpt=hp_c1#/video/world/2012/01/22/rivers-italy-ship-
body.cnn 
 
Wife of Italian ship captain furious: report 
http://news.yahoo.com/wife-italian-ship-captain-furious-report-140339302.html 
 
Costa Concordia rescuers find 16th body 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/24/world/europe/italy-cruise-main/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 
 
Cruise ship captain admits 'mistake' in deposition 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/europe/italy-cruise-ship/index.html?hpt=hp_bn2 
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Civil Preparedness, Security and Humanitarian Affairs 
 
US navy rescues Iranian fishermen from sinking boat 
http://news.yahoo.com/us-navy-rescues-iranian-fishermen-sinking-boat-032739784.html 
 
Ex-UK official: Spies did use fake rock in Moscow 
http://news.yahoo.com/ex-uk-official-spies-did-fake-rock-moscow-105648578.html 
 
Haiti creates nationwide food program 
http://news.yahoo.com/haiti-creates-nationwide-food-program-232445991.html 
 
8 Guilty for Prison Massacre in Rare Trial of Haiti’s Police 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/20/world/americas/7-haitian-policemen-convicted-in-
2011-les-cayes-prison-killings.html?_r=1&hp 
 
Norwegian security chief resigns after intel gaffe 
http://news.yahoo.com/norwegian-security-chief-resigns-intel-gaffe-135350191.html 
 
Global radio experts float new mobile phone standard 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-global-radio-experts-mobile-standard.html 
 
Iran says scientist's killer may have used U.N. info 
http://news.yahoo.com/iran-says-scientists-killer-may-used-u-n-014825826.html 
 
Reunited Haiti family carries on 2 yrs after quake 
http://news.yahoo.com/reunited-haiti-family-carries-2-yrs-quake-150843546.html 
 
Khaled Meshaal to step down as Hamas leader 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/21/world/meast/mideast-hamas-
leader/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 
 
France developing 'culture of risk prevention' 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24743&pid:50 
 
From One Tragedy, Tools to Fight the Next (Japan) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/business/inventions-offer-tools-to-endure-future-
disasters.html?_r=1&src=tp&smid=fb-share 
 
Dr Margaret Chan nominated for a second term to be WHO Director-General 
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2012/dg_20120118/en/index.html 
 
Haiti dreams of tourism revival 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/haiti-dreams-of-tourism-
revival/2012/01/17/gIQA5ChcKQ_story.html?hpid=z11 
 
Japan's Tepco set for $13 billion bailout: sources 
http://news.yahoo.com/japans-tepco-set-13-billion-bailout-sources-012248925.html 
 
Police raid homes of alleged neo-Nazi supporters (Germany) 
http://news.yahoo.com/police-raid-homes-alleged-neo-nazi-supporters-125707425.html 
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Haiti leader launches power program 
http://news.yahoo.com/haiti-leader-launches-power-program-214953314.html 
 
Zetas are Mexico's 'largest drug gang', study says 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-16712239 
 
Drought-generated hunger crisis draws binational response 
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/1225871-Drought-generated-
hunger-crisis-draws-binational-response/ 
 
Saudi warns of Mideast nuclear race 
http://news.yahoo.com/ap-interview-saudi-warns-mideast-nuclear-race-205934696.html 
 
Philippines may allow greater U.S. military presence in reaction to China’s rise 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/philippines-may-allow-greater-
us-presence-in-latest-reaction-to-chinas-
rise/2012/01/24/gIQAhFIyQQ_story.html?hpid=z1 
 
Interpol faces legal threat for helping oppressive regimes hunt dissidents 
http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/23/10167327-interpol-faces-legal-
threat-for-helping-oppressive-regimes-hunt-dissidents 
 
Japan 'betrayed citizens' over radiation danger 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-01-19/japan-delayed-radiation-
details/3782110/?site=ballarat 
 
Fukushima's animals abandoned and left to die (Japan) 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/26/world/asia/fukushimas-animals-abandoned-and-left-to-
die/index.html?hpt=hp_bn2 
 
Plan: 'Dominican Republic learns from Haiti quake' 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24699&a=email 
 
Japan: Learn the lessons of earthquakes, for big ones will happen again 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24678&a=email 
 
UN ready to help Lebanon manage disasters - UN Special Coordinator for Lebanon 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24694&a=email 
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Hazard Research and News 
 
La Nina cooled the globe in 2011 
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/story/2012-01-19/global-climate-
report/52676690/1 
 
NEOShield to assess Earth defense 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16651642 
 
Bioterror fears halt research on mutant bird flu 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-16662346 
 
China reports second bird flu death in a month  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46091755/ns/health-cold_and_flu/ 
 
New video of Fukushima nuclear reactor interior (Japan) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-16649030 
 
Radioactive material stolen in Egypt 
http://www.nature.com/news/radioactive-material-stolen-in-egypt-1.9867 
 
In France, vintners erase a notorious past 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/in-france-vintners-erase-a-notorious-
past/2012/01/10/gIQAsOIy9P_story.html?hpid=z4 
 
Building in Brazil partially collapses after blast 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/americas/brazil-building-
collapse/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 
 
Two die of A (H1N1) swine flu in Mexico: official 
http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=CNG.ed2a687c0642d8185d1e4e7ccab9f2c3.1e
1&show_article=1 
 
Science to help rice growers affected by Japan's tsunami 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2012-01-science-rice-growers-affected-japan.html 
 
Japanese Struggle to Protect Their Food Supply 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/world/asia/wary-japanese-take-food-safety-into-
their-own-hands.html?ref=world 
 
Study: 70% chance big quake will hit Tokyo within 4 years 
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2012/01/study-70-chance-big-
quake-will-hit-tokyo-within-4-years/1?loc=interstitialskip 
 
Magnetic soap could help in oil spill clean-ups 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16681106 
 
IAEA checks Japan reactors pending safety approval 
http://news.yahoo.com/iaea-checks-japan-reactors-pending-safety-approval-
015231260.html 
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Delhi ignores own quake peril warnings (India) 
http://www.homeland1.com/eval/articles/1226466-Delhi-ignores-own-quake-peril-
warnings/ 
 
Hunger crisis in Chad just weeks away, warns aid agency 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/hunger-crisis-in-chad-just-weeks-away-warns-aid-
agency/ 
 
Japanese school takes blame for tsunami deaths of 74 students 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/world_now/2012/01/reporting-from-seoul-the-deaths-of-
74-elementary-school-students-and-10-teachers-in-a-small-japanese-coastal-town-were-
pe.html 
 
Cyclone-hit Indians will take "years" to rebuild livelihoods 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/cyclone-hit-indians-will-take-years-to-rebuild-
livelihoods/ 
 
India: Chemical disasters waiting to happen 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24671&a=email 
 
Strongest solar storm since 2005 hitting Earth 
http://news.yahoo.com/strongest-solar-storm-since-2005-hitting-earth-163628746.html 
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International Affairs 
 
U.S. may close embassy in Syria 
http://security.blogs.cnn.com/2012/01/20/u-s-may-close-embassy-in-syria/?hpt=hp_t3 
 
Islamists secure top spot in new Egypt parliament 
http://news.yahoo.com/islamists-secure-top-spot-egypt-parliament-141614897.html 
 
Palestinians to renew efforts for bid to U.N. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/19/palestinians-to-renew-efforts-for-bid-
to-un/ 
 
Croats say 'yes' to EU membership 
http://news.yahoo.com/croats-yes-eu-membership-191226336.html 
 
Russia’s Communist Party finds itself at a familiar crossroads 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/russian-communists-at-familiar-
crossroads/2012/01/13/gIQAc8iGDQ_story.html?hpid=z12 
 
Arab League: Syria must transition to elections  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46091558/ns/world_news-mideast_n_africa/ 
 
Zakaria: Post-Communist lessons for the new Middle East 
http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2012/01/22/zakaria-post-communist-lessons-
for-the-new-middle-east/?hpt=hp_c3 
 
Egypt struggling a year after Mubarak's overthrow 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2012-01-23/egypt-uprising-
anniversary/52759784/1 
 
Nations try to oust Syria from UNESCO rights panel 
http://news.yahoo.com/nations-try-oust-syria-unesco-rights-panel-165559071.html 
 
China to again close Tibet during sensitive period 
http://news.yahoo.com/china-again-close-tibet-during-sensitive-period-103147299.html 
 
Egypt lifts 31-year-old emergency laws — except for crimes committed by 'thugs'  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46116888/ns/world_news-mideast_n_africa/ 
 
Tensions flare over Falkland Islands 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/25/world/americas/argentina-uk-
falklands/index.html?hpt=hp_t3 
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 Climate Change News Articles  
 
Twenty-two solar desalination plants completed, agency says (Abu Dhabi) 
http://www.thenational.ae/news/uae-news/environment/twenty-two-solar-desalination-
plants-completed-agency-says 
 
DID GLOBAL WARMING DESTROY MY HOMETOWN?  
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-01/did-global-warming-destroy-my-
hometown-0 
 
Feeding The World Gets Short Shrift In Climate Change Debate 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2012/01/20/145524525/feeding-the-world-gets-short-
shrift-in-climate-change-debate 
 
How Climate Change Could Reshape the Internet Ecosystem, Too 
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/01/how-climate-change-could-
reshape-the-internet-ecosystem-too/251855/ 
 
New USDA climate zone map reflects northward warming trends 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/story/2012-01-26/USDA-climate-
zone-map/52787142/1 
 
Flooding is biggest climate risk to UK 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/refile-flooding-is-biggest-climate-risk-to-uk/ 
 
The verdict is in on climate change 

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-oreskes-judging-climate-change-
20120122,0,5387746.story 

 
Weaker sun will not delay global warming: study 
http://news.yahoo.com/weaker-sun-not-delay-global-warming-study-
214152757.html 

 
Climate conversations - Shelter from the storm? 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24675&a=em
ail 

 
No chance for climate deal unless firms join push: UN 
http://news.yahoo.com/no-chance-climate-deal-unless-firms-join-push-
174341400.html 
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http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2012-01/did-global-warming-destroy-my-hometown-0
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2012/01/20/145524525/feeding-the-world-gets-short-shrift-in-climate-change-debate
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2012/01/20/145524525/feeding-the-world-gets-short-shrift-in-climate-change-debate
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/01/how-climate-change-could-reshape-the-internet-ecosystem-too/251855/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/01/how-climate-change-could-reshape-the-internet-ecosystem-too/251855/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/story/2012-01-26/USDA-climate-zone-map/52787142/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/story/2012-01-26/USDA-climate-zone-map/52787142/1
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/refile-flooding-is-biggest-climate-risk-to-uk/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-oreskes-judging-climate-change-20120122,0,5387746.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-oreskes-judging-climate-change-20120122,0,5387746.story
http://news.yahoo.com/weaker-sun-not-delay-global-warming-study-214152757.html
http://news.yahoo.com/weaker-sun-not-delay-global-warming-study-214152757.html
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24675&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24675&a=email
http://news.yahoo.com/no-chance-climate-deal-unless-firms-join-push-174341400.html
http://news.yahoo.com/no-chance-climate-deal-unless-firms-join-push-174341400.html
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Alternate Energy Research and Development News 
 
Wind farms bought, built in central Montana 
http://news.yahoo.com/wind-farms-bought-built-central-montana-003853277.html 
 
Some idle solar energy projects may soon connect to grid 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-solar-20120121,0,371103.story 
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Reports 
 

Global Risks in 2012 

https://www.hsdl.org/hslog/?q=node%2F6627 
 
US National Intelligence: An Overview, 2011 

https://www.hsdl.org/hslog/?q=node%2F6629 

https://www.hsdl.org/hslog/?q=node%2F6627
https://www.hsdl.org/hslog/?q=node%2F6629
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Additional Information 
 

Florida National Guard Facebook Page 
http://www.facebook.com/FloridaNationalGuard 
 
Five Maritime Disasters That Shocked the World: Photos 
http://news.discovery.com/history/maritime-disasters-122001.html 
 
IAEM Annual Conference, 2012 Speaker Guidance and Resources 
http://www.iaem.com/SpeakerGuidance2012/index.asp 
 
National Geographic Channel, Doomsday Preppers- Video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUM0TOkNALg&feature=related 
 
CDC, Changing Perception of Avian Influenza Risk, Hong Kong, 2006–2010 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/17/12/11-0298_article.htm?source=govdelivery 
 
FEMA Blog, White House Honors Champions of Change in Emergency Preparedness  
http://blog.fema.gov/2012/01/white-house-honors-champions-of-change.html 
 
'Moving Forward: Life After the Great East Japan Earthquake' opens March 4 at Fowler 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/moving-forward-life-after-the-221989.aspx 
 
FEMA Student Tools for Emergency Planning (STEP) 
http://www.fema.gov/privatesector/step.shtm#1 
 
Tebowing: What Emergency Managers Can Learn from Cultural Phenomenon 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/emergency-blogs/disasters20/Tebowing-Emergency-
Management-012012.html 
 
United Nations Enable  
http://www.un.org/disabilities/ 
 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), World Population 
Prospects, the 2010 Revision 
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Multiple-Figures/multiple-figures_1.htm 
 
Tornado Recovery Action Council of Alabama Plan  
http://tracalabama.org/our-plan/ 
 
The Women of Katrina: How Gender, Race, and Class Matter in an American Disaster 
http://www.vanderbiltuniversitypress.com/books/436/the-women-of-katrina  
 
National Disaster Recovery Framework 
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/recoveryframework/ndrf.pdf 
 
Emergency Management Solutions January 2012 - Meeting Agendas: Four key 
questions for more effective meetings 
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs027/1102615593725/archive/1109067298711.html 

http://www.facebook.com/FloridaNationalGuard
http://news.discovery.com/history/maritime-disasters-122001.html
http://www.iaem.com/SpeakerGuidance2012/index.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUM0TOkNALg&feature=related
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/17/12/11-0298_article.htm?source=govdelivery
http://blog.fema.gov/2012/01/white-house-honors-champions-of-change.html
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/moving-forward-life-after-the-221989.aspx
http://www.fema.gov/privatesector/step.shtm#1
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/emergency-blogs/disasters20/Tebowing-Emergency-Management-012012.html
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/emergency-blogs/disasters20/Tebowing-Emergency-Management-012012.html
http://www.un.org/disabilities/
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Multiple-Figures/multiple-figures_1.htm
http://tracalabama.org/our-plan/
http://www.vanderbiltuniversitypress.com/books/436/the-women-of-katrina
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/recoveryframework/ndrf.pdf
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs027/1102615593725/archive/1109067298711.html
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January 2012 Natural Hazards Observer 
http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/o/archives/2012/jan12_observerweb.pdf 
 
Transcript of January 11th EMForum.org Program Now Available -- Presidential Policy 
Directive 8 (PPD-8) 
http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc120111.htm 
 
Google Public Alerts 
http://www.google.org/publicalerts 
 
New CERT Training Tools Webinar Transcript 
http://www.citizencorps.gov/news/webcasts.shtm 
 
 
Geospatial Platform 
The Geospatial Platform provides shared and trusted geospatial data, services, and 
applications for use by government agencies, their partners and the public. 
http://www.geoplatform.gov/home/ 
 
 
International Network for Fire Information and Reference Exchange 
Is a worldwide consortium of libraries and information centres with significant collections 
of fire literature.  The focus of inFIRE is on resource sharing among member 
organizations both online and at the annual inFIRE conference, where presentations on 
library activities, fire research and new technologies and trends provide professional 
development and networking opportunities. 
http://www.infire.org/index.html 
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