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Executive Summary
This section of the EM Weekly Report will contain news articles, reports and resources
that are of particular interest to emergency management professionals:

New Orleans fighting blight after Katrina (Louisiana)
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/ news/2011/12/15/9474164-new-orleans-fighting-blight-
after-katrina

State-of-the-Art Public Safety Center Coming to Missouri County
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/Public-Safety-Center-Missouri-County.html

Earthquake Experts Urge Reauthorization of Hazard Reduction Program
http://www.hstoday.us/industry-news/general/single-article/earthquake-experts-urge-
reauthorization-of-hazard-reduction-program/312bf8322fc0b193b5952aadb69c822e.html

Seismic strengthening: Merlo Residence (Oregon)
http://www.portlandonline.com/oem/index.cfm?a=375695

How | Got Into Emergency Management: A Young Professional
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/training/How-I-Got-Into-Emergency-Management-
Andy-Moffitt.html

A season of storms threatens Malloy's stature (Connecticut)
http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/local/article/Part-15-A-season-of-storms-threatens-
Malloy-s-2402513.php

Sheriff Joe responds: I'm no 'whipping boy' for Justice Department (Arizona)
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/ _news/2011/12/15/9477608-sheriff-joe-responds-im-no-
whipping-boy-for-justice-department

Cyber-intruder sparks massive federal response — and debate over dealing with threats
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/national-security/cyber-intruder-sparks-
response-debate/2011/12/06/glQAXLUFgO story.html?hpid=z4

Former ICE agent convicted on federal charges
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-ice-agent-trial-20111214,0,3689554.story

Aryan Nations leader sentenced for fraud in SC
http://news.yahoo.com/aryan-nations-leader-sentenced-fraud-sc-221841654.html

Iran hijacked US drone, claims Iranian engineer
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45685870/ns/world news-christian science monitor/

Behind the Scenes at Nuke Facility, Paramilitary Security Force Trains for Worst-Case
Scenarios
http://lwww.foxnews.com/us/2011/12/16/high-tech-war-room-trains-security-at-us-nuke-
facility/?test=latestnews
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Improved Federal Support for Training, Staffing Sought at Fusion Centers
http://www.hstoday.us/industry-news/general/single-article/improved-federal-support-for-
training-staffing-sought-at-fusion-centers/c6cfc297b97aaf9b0580ab8f7b834bfd.html

Official: U.S. limits intel value of drones
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2011-12-18/us-drone-
iran/52036984/1?loc=interstitialskip

Congress' new terrorism rules leave open questions
http://www.homelandl.com/domestic-international-terrorism/articles/1204193-Congress-
new-terrorism-rules-leave-open-questions/

Bill would ease airport screening of troops
http://travel.usatoday.com/flights/story/2011-12-19/Bill-would-ease-airport-screening-of-
troops/52082440/1

lowa GOP worried by hacker threat to caucus vote
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US IOWA CAUCUSES HACKING?SITE=AP&S
ECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2011-12-19-18-28-32

Va. Tech's quick alerts to shootings in contrast to 2007
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-08/virginia-tech-shooting-swift-
alerts/51750854/1?loc=interstitialskip

Experts discuss emergency planning for those with special needs (New Jersey)
http://www.northjersey.com/news/135176738 Experts discuss emergency planning fo
r those with special needs .html

Suspect Opened Fire in Courthouse Following Conviction (Minnesota)
http://www.startribune.com/local/135699813.html|

Experts: Managing tribal forest helped stop Wallow Fire at reservation
http://cronkitenewsonline.com/2011/12/experts-decades-of-logging-treatments-helped-
stop-wallow-fire-at-reservation/

The Mississippi River Ran Backward

http://www.slate.com/articles/news and _politics/culturebox/2011/12/the worst earthqua
ke in_the continental u s why missouri still hasn t gotten over the 1811 new ma
drid temblor .html?utm medium=referral&utm_source=pulsenews

Japanese Tsunami Debris Begins to Wash Up on West Coast Beaches
http://local.sandiego.com/news/japanese-tsunami-debris-beqgins-to-wash-up-on-west-
coast-beaches

Victims of Edison Shooting Were Employees, Company Says (California)
http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/ktla-edison-office-shooting,0,3034637.story

Inquiry faults Forest Service on Station fire, but leaves questions (California)
http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/la-me-station-fire-20111217,0,3486030.story
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Pennsylvania Counties Hatch 911 Tech Sharing Plan
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/Pennsylvania-Counties-911-Tech-Sharing-
Plan.html

NY-NJ bridge policeman earns $221,000
http://news.yahoo.com/ny-nj-bridge-policeman-earns-221-000-224648676.html

Jason Rodriguez: Trial for accused downtown shooter set for March 12 (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-jason-rodriguez-hearing-
20111214,0,737046.story

New Tribal-State Relations
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/12/14/new-tribal-state-relations-67099

'LAFD BLOG' Receives National Award (California) (Page 19)

France hands Carlos the Jackal another life prison term
http://news.yahoo.com/france-hands-carlos-jackal-another-life-prison-term-
000320541.html

Heroes of the Hot Zone (Japan)
http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2012/01/japan-201201

Russia Seizes Radioactive Material En Route to Iran
http://www.cnbc.com/id/45695095

Police: Norway massacre response was adequate
http://news.yahoo.com/police-norway-massacre-response-adequate-134026345.html

Japan less likely to trust officials, main media, since disaster
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-japan-distrust-
20111218,0,7635674.story

India: Fire crisis - Only few hospitals in city prepared
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/email/url.php?eid=24166

Local and hi-tech responses needed when disaster strikes in Africa
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/email/url.php?eid=24178

Germany links serial killings to neo-Nazis
http:/Mmww.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2011-12-19/neo-nazis-serial-killings/52083006/1

Japan declares tsunami-crippled nuke plant stable
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/japan-declares-tsunami-crippled-nuke-070656704.html

Wild Monkeys to Be Released into Fukushima Fallout to Test Radiation
http://news.yahoo.com/wild-monkeys-released-fukushima-fallout-test-radiation-
222803557.html

Philippines steps up search for flood survivors
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-16234718

Hong Kong school closed in bird flu scare (China)
http://news.yahoo.com/hong-kong-school-closed-bird-flu-scare-171410947.html

Kenya refugee camp explosion kills policeman
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5h3490xw99AXY -
VIENYi2WFE JGVGA?docld=CNG.65f564f60f03ebab6c4103aa632a6e7a.631

"Putin Out," Russian protesters chant
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/10/world/europe/russia-protests/index.html?hpt=hp t2

Police seal off southern Chinese village, cut food supplies amid protests over land sales
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/police-seal-off-southern-china-village-
cut-food-supplies-amid-protests-over-land-

sales/2011/12/14/g1QA1cqJtO story.html?hpid=z3

The Arab Spring: A Year of Revolution
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution

Syria to let in Arab monitors as deaths mount
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/19/us-syria-arabs-idUSTRE7BI0OH520111219

Virginia residents oppose preparations for climate-related sea-level rise
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/virginia-residents-oppose-
preparations-for-climate-related-sea-level-

rise/2011/12/05/gIQAVRw400 story.html?hpid=z4

Plateau solar shifts Navajo elders from kerosene lamps to solar electricity
http://navajohopiobserver.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=1&ArticlelD=1412
3

How the U.S. Federal Government Pushes Energy Efficiency--On Itself
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=how-us-federal-government-pushes-
energy-efficiency-on-itselt

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, Report of the Steering Committee on
Incident Management and Response
http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/o15eWVs20111109124445.pdf

Denver Mayor’'s Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, 2010 Recap
Report (Colorado)
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/428/documents/OEMHS 2010RecapReport.pdf

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs Fire Management, Smoke Signal Newsletters
http://www.bia.gov/nifc/library/signals/index.htm

Clackamas County, OR 2012 Emergency Preparedness Calendar
http://www.clackamas.us/docs/emergency/calendar.pdf

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 7
opinions of the editor or IAEM. Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency,
organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-16234718
http://news.yahoo.com/hong-kong-school-closed-bird-flu-scare-171410947.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5h349Qxw99AXY-V9FNYi2WF_JGvGA?docId=CNG.65f564f60f03ebab6c4103aa632a6e7a.631
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5h349Qxw99AXY-V9FNYi2WF_JGvGA?docId=CNG.65f564f60f03ebab6c4103aa632a6e7a.631
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/10/world/europe/russia-protests/index.html?hpt=hp_t2
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/police-seal-off-southern-china-village-cut-food-supplies-amid-protests-over-land-sales/2011/12/14/gIQA1cqJtO_story.html?hpid=z3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/police-seal-off-southern-china-village-cut-food-supplies-amid-protests-over-land-sales/2011/12/14/gIQA1cqJtO_story.html?hpid=z3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/police-seal-off-southern-china-village-cut-food-supplies-amid-protests-over-land-sales/2011/12/14/gIQA1cqJtO_story.html?hpid=z3
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/19/us-syria-arabs-idUSTRE7BI0H520111219
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/virginia-residents-oppose-preparations-for-climate-related-sea-level-rise/2011/12/05/gIQAVRw40O_story.html?hpid=z4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/virginia-residents-oppose-preparations-for-climate-related-sea-level-rise/2011/12/05/gIQAVRw40O_story.html?hpid=z4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/virginia-residents-oppose-preparations-for-climate-related-sea-level-rise/2011/12/05/gIQAVRw40O_story.html?hpid=z4
http://navajohopiobserver.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=1&ArticleID=14123
http://navajohopiobserver.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=1&ArticleID=14123
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=how-us-federal-government-pushes-energy-efficiency-on-itselt
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=how-us-federal-government-pushes-energy-efficiency-on-itselt
http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/o15eWVs20111109124445.pdf
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/428/documents/OEMHS_2010RecapReport.pdf
http://www.bia.gov/nifc/library/signals/index.htm
http://www.clackamas.us/docs/emergency/calendar.pdf

This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency
Managers (IAEM). If you're interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website
at: http://www.iaem.com/

Blueprint for a Secure Cyber Future: The Cybersecurity Strategy for the Homeland
Security Enterprise
http://www.iaem.com/publications/news/documents/blueprint-for-a-secure-cyber-

future.pdf

San Francisco, CA Community Agencies Responding to Disasters, December 2011
Newsletter
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?lir=nrnxhccab&v=001KvOA9INYSxsqOt
6xwwdd-ZvuYOcTORa0ptnS4d882paTafFR8rBZ2Ld4KJ-
bUf9hHb8Xd7cPaxjOExZeYDW5KFdhG7ac8B9KSzlwmoe0OUcUibgMB6FBgzng%3D%3
D

State of Florida Mass Care and Emergency Assistance Capability Level Guide
http:/floridadisaster.org/training/esf6/documents/FLA%20Mass%20Care-
EA%20Capability%202011.pdf

FEMA Blog, Our Blog Turns One — With the Help of the Team
http://blog.fema.gov/2011/12/our-blog-turns-one-with-help-of-team.html

CNBC Apocalypse 2012: Profiting from Doomsday
http://www.cnbc.com/id/42251653/

University of Washington Road & Pathway Snow Removal Strategy (Page 32)

FEMA SEEKS COMMENT ON “LEVEE-INCLUSIVE” METHOD FOR FLOOD MAPPING
AND ANALYSIS EFFORTS (Page 32)

FEMA Social Media Webinar (Page 33)
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U.S. News Reports

Emergency Management

New Orleans fighting blight after Katrina (Louisiana)
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/ news/2011/12/15/9474164-new-orleans-fighting-blight-
after-katrina

State Investigating Edison's Response to Wind Related Power Outages (California)
http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/ktla-another-wind-storm,0,2297535.story

Palo Alto announces new Office of Emergency Services director (California)
http://www.mercurynews.com/rss/ci_19494146?source=rss

Windstorm damage estimated at $40 million (California)
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-wind-damage-20111210,0,5653236.story

Weather Alerts On-the-Go, Coming in 2012
http://news.yahoo.com/weather-alerts-coming-2012-214703322.html

TVA emergency drill will involve 1,000 people, Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant (Alabama)
http://blog.al.com/breaking/2011/12/tva emergency drill will invol.html

New emergency chief disputes CL&P brought in help slowly (Connecticut)
http://www.norwalkcitizenonline.com/news/article/New-emergency-chief-disputes-CL-P-
brought-in-help-2337953.php

Business community joins forces to prepare for disaster, emergencies (Washington)
http://www.vashonbeachcomber.com/news/135116208.html

CA Public Utilities Commission probes outages
http://news.yahoo.com/ca-public-utilities-commission-probes-outages-230338934.html

Cal EMA Acting Secretary Asks SBA to Assist Homeowners, Renters and Business
Owners Affected by Windstorm
http://calemanews.wordpress.com/2011/12/15/cal-ema-acting-secretary-asks-sba-to-
assist-homeowners-renters-and-business-owners-affected-by-windstorm/

State-of-the-Art Public Safety Center Coming to Missouri County
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/Public-Safety-Center-Missouri-County.html

Tips for Creating a Plan that Addresses the 3 Key Phases of Business Continuity
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Plan-Addresses-Key-Phases-of-Business-
Continuity.html

Earthquake Experts Urge Reauthorization of Hazard Reduction Program
http://www.hstoday.us/industry-news/general/single-article/earthquake-experts-urge-
reauthorization-of-hazard-reduction-program/312bf8322fc0b193b5952aadb69c822e.html
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Homeland Security Subcommittee Passes Emergency Preparedness, Response,
and Communications Legislation
http://homeland.house.gov/press-release/homeland-security-subcommittee-passes-
emergency-preparedness-response-and

Portland has chosen 17 parks as sites for residents and those trained in disaster skills to
gather in the event of an emergency (Oregon)
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2011/12/portland has chosen 17 parks
a.html

Seismic strengthening: Merlo Residence (Oregon)
http://www.portlandonline.com/oem/index.cfm?a=375695

Housing troubles mount, especially for Joplin’s poor (Missouri)
http://www.kansascity.com/2011/12/17/3326122/housing-troubles-mount-especially.html

How | Got Into Emergency Management: A Young Professional
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/training/How-I-Got-Into-Emergency-Management-
Andy-Moffitt.html

Cal EMA Acting Secretary Welcomes SBA Disaster Assistance for Wind Storm
http://calemanews.wordpress.com/2011/12/19/cal-ema-acting-secretary-welcomes-sba-
disaster-assistance-for-wind-storm/

FEMAs New Disaster Response Framework

http://e-
ditionsbyfry.com/Olive/ODE/CIN/Default.aspx?href=CIN%2F2011%2F12%2F01&pageno

=4&view=document?EmailAddrr=deanlarson@Iarsonperformance.com

David Dysart to be Jefferson Parish's next emergency management director (Louisiana)
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2011/12/david dysart to be jefferson p.html

A season of storms threatens Malloy's stature (Connecticut)
http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/local/article/Part-15-A-season-of-storms-threatens-
Malloy-s-2402513.php

Researchers, politicians, public count on Pennsylvania State Data Center
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2011/12/researchers _politicians public.html

Lessons of the Deepwater Horizon
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/email/url.php?eid=24244
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Homeland Security, Defense and National Security

Medal of Honor recipient, defense contractor resolve lawsuit
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/15/us/medal-winner-lawsuit/index.html?hpt=hp t2

Sheriff Joe responds: I'm no ‘'whipping boy' for Justice Department (Arizona)
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/ news/2011/12/15/9477608-sheriff-joe-responds-im-no-
whipping-boy-for-justice-department

Cyber-intruder sparks massive federal response — and debate over dealing with threats
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/national-security/cyber-intruder-sparks-
response-debate/2011/12/06/glQAXLUFgO story.html?hpid=z4

White House shooting suspect warned of government GPS plot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/crime-scene/post/white-house-shooting-suspect-
warned-of-government-gps-plot/2011/12/08/glQALJrtfO blog.html?hpid=z5

Pentagon opposes mental health program for Guard
http://www.usatoday.com/news/military/story/2011-12-09/National-Guard-Congress-
mental-health-suicide/51750710/1

LAPD commanders' personal information posted on website (California)
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-lapd-information-20111208,0,4831352.story

Missing American on video: 'Help me'
http://news.yahoo.com/ap-exclusive-missing-american-video-help-050145660.html

Jail follows holiday photos near White House- Video
http://news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/jail-follows-holiday-photos-near-white-house-
27526762.html#crsl=%252Fvide0%252Fus-15749625%252Fjail-follows-holiday-photos-
near-white-house-27526762.html

GOP Bill Would Strip TSA Officers of Badges
http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/ktla-tsa-badge-bill,0,6854925.story

Beyond Guantanamo, a Web of Prisons for Terrorism Inmates
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/11/us/beyond-guantanamo-bay-a-web-of-federal-
prisons.html? r=1&smid=tw-nytimes&seid=auto

U.S. Seeks Extradition of Canadian Linked To Irag Bombings
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/national/alleged terrorist charged irag with aKjx52C3b
Gp66cgpemCLcN

Former ICE agent convicted on federal charges
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-ice-agent-trial-20111214,0,3689554.story

DARPA to fund Butyrylcholinesterase Expression in Plants Research
http://www.darpa.mil/NewsEvents/Releases/2011/12/13.aspx
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Anonymous hacks group in Muslim TV show uproar
http://technolog.msnbc.msn.com/ news/2011/12/14/9450525-anonymous-hacks-group-
in-muslim-tv-show-uproar

Dream military space telescope could spy anywhere on Earth
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45675410/ns/technology and science-innovation/

Aryan Nations leader sentenced for fraud in SC
http://news.yahoo.com/aryan-nations-leader-sentenced-fraud-sc-221841654.html

Junkyard gives up secret accounts of Iraq massacre
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45680863/ns/world news-the new york times/

Ex-Pentagon official: Captured spy plane seems fake
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2011-12-14/iran-drone-united-states-spy-
plane/51936376/1?loc=interstitialskip

Iran hijacked US drone, claims Iranian engineer
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45685870/ns/world news-christian science monitor/

Marines promoted inflated story for Medal of Honor recipient
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/marines-promoted-inflated-story-
for-medal-of-honor-winner/2011/12/14/glQAIhYwuQO story.htmI?hpid=z2

Did We Win the Irag War?
http://www.slate.com/articles/news and politics/war stories/2011/12/iraq war ends did
the u s win .html

For Sale, Cheap: The Things You Need to Invade a Nation
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/for-sale--cheap--the-things-you-need-to-invade-a-nation-
20111216.htmI?x=0

Space Planes, Psyops, Secret Prisons: 9 Secret Military Programs You Shouldn’t Know
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/12/secret-programs/

House cybersecurity bill would establish federal overseer
http://thehill.com/blogs/hillicon-valley/technology/199929-house-members-introduce-
cybersecurity-bill

Another TSA Officer Leaves Personalized Note In Passenger's Bag (After Finding
Marijuana)
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2011/12/16/another-tsa-officer-leaves-
personalized-note-in-passengers-bag-after-finding-marijuana/

Behind the Scenes at Nuke Facility, Paramilitary Security Force Trains for Worst-Case
Scenarios
http://lwww.foxnews.com/us/2011/12/16/high-tech-war-room-trains-security-at-us-nuke-
facility/?test=latestnews
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Improved Federal Support for Training, Staffing Sought at Fusion Centers
http://www.hstoday.us/industry-news/general/single-article/improved-federal-support-for-
training-staffing-sought-at-fusion-centers/c6c¢fc297b97aaf9b0580ab8f7b834bfd.html

Official: U.S. limits intel value of drones
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2011-12-18/us-drone-
iran/52036984/1?loc=interstitialskip

Crisis hot line saves suicidal war veterans
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/18/us/war-veterans-suicide-hot-line/index.htm|?hpt=hp c3

Authorities find toilets in suspicious trailer that shut down Orange Avenue (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-orange-ave-closed-down-
20111218,0,272499.story

DEA Raids Car Dealership with Alleged Ties to Terrorist Group Hezbollah
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/12/18/dea-raids-car-dealership-with-alleged-ties-to-
terrorist-group-hezbollah/?test=latestnews

Congress' new terrorism rules leave open questions
http://www.homelandl.com/domestic-international-terrorism/articles/1204193-Congress-
new-terrorism-rules-leave-open-questions/

Bill would ease airport screening of troops
http://travel.usatoday.com/flights/story/2011-12-19/Bill-would-ease-airport-screening-of-
troops/52082440/1

lowa GOP worried by hacker threat to caucus vote
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US IOWA CAUCUSES HACKING?SITE=AP&S
ECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2011-12-19-18-28-32

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 13
opinions of the editor or IAEM. Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency,
organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.
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Campus Safety and Security

Va. Tech's quick alerts to shootings in contrast to 2007
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-08/virginia-tech-shooting-swift-
alerts/51750854/1?loc=interstitialskip

Ole Miss having to upgrade emergency plans (Mississippi)
http://msbusiness.com/2011/12/ole-miss-having-to-upgrade-emergency-plans/
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Functional Needs

Experts discuss emergency planning for those with special needs (New Jersey)
http://www.northjersey.com/news/135176738 Experts discuss emergency planning fo
r those with special needs .html

Drivetrain Makes Manual Wheelchair Electric
http://news.discovery.com/tech/whill-wheelchair-111214.html
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Hazard Research and News

Suspect Opened Fire in Courthouse Following Conviction (Minnesota)
http://www.startribune.com/local/135699813.html

Experts: Managing tribal forest helped stop Wallow Fire at reservation
http://cronkitenewsonline.com/2011/12/experts-decades-of-logging-treatments-helped-
stop-wallow-fire-at-reservation/

Windstorm a Preview for the Big One (California)
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Windstorm-a-Preview-for-the-Big-One-
135289788.html? osource=Newsletter-Daily

The gathering storm: Tracing the trail of Joplin’s killer tornado (Missouri)
http://www.kansascity.com/2011/12/09/3309505/the-gathering-storm-tracing-
the.html#. TuKD40DcY -k.facebook

The Mississippi River Ran Backward
http://www.slate.com/articles/news and_politics/culturebox/2011/12/the worst earthqua

ke in the continental u s why missouri still hasn t gotten over the 1811 new ma

drid temblor .html?utm medium=referral&utm source=pulsenews

Japanese Tsunami Debris Begins to Wash Up on West Coast Beaches
http://local.sandiego.com/news/japanese-tsunami-debris-begins-to-wash-up-on-west-
coast-beaches

Faults near SD popping with tiny earthquakes (California)
https://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2011/dec/15/faults-near-sd-popping-tiny-

earthquakes/

Disasters doom Texas oyster crop
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-13/algae-threatens-texas-oyster-
season/51889730/1?loc=interstitialskip

Victims of Edison Shooting Were Employees, Company Says (California)
http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/ktla-edison-office-shooting,0,3034637.story

Calif. tanker fire will force freeway demolition
http://news.yahoo.com/calif-tanker-fire-force-freeway-demolition-202317335.html

Inquiry faults Forest Service on Station fire, but leaves questions (California)
http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/la-me-station-fire-20111217,0,3486030.story

Blizzard-like conditions set to slam Southwest, plains
http://news.yahoo.com/blizzard-conditions-set-slam-southwest-plains-153441880.html

Irene was tropical storm, not hurricane, over NJ
http://news.yahoo.com/irene-tropical-storm-not-hurricane-over-nj-220843336.html

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 16

opinions of the editor or IAEM. Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency,
organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.
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How a Mt. Shasta eruption might occur; mountain has potential to blast hot
volcanic rock, seep lava, and release debris (California)
http://www.redding.com/news/2011/dec/17/how-a-mt-shasta-eruption-might-

occur/
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Public Safety Communications, Interoperability, 3-1-1 and 9-1-1 News

Pennsylvania Counties Hatch 911 Tech Sharing Plan
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/Pennsylvania-Counties-911-Tech-Sharing-
Plan.html

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 18
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Other

4 NRC members say they have ‘grave concerns about NRC Chairman
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/apnewsbreeak-4-nrc-members-say-they-have-
grave-concerns-about-nrc-chairman-jaczko/2011/12/09/glQAfFG5i0 story.html?hpid=z3

NY-NJ bridge policeman earns $221,000
http://news.yahoo.com/ny-nj-bridge-policeman-earns-221-000-224648676.html

Predator drone spy plane used in civilian arrests
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-drone-arrest-
20111211,0,324348.story

NEXT-GEN GPS SATELLITE, ACCURATE TO WITHIN THREE FEET AND INDOORS,
IS READY FOR TESTING
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2011-12/americas-next-gen-gps-satellite-
accurate-within-three-feet-ready-testing?utm medium=referral&utm source=pulsenews

Jason Rodriguez: Trial for accused downtown shooter set for March 12 (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-jason-rodriguez-hearing-
20111214,0,737046.story

NYPD mourns first officer fatally shot on duty in 4 years (New York)
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/nationnow/2011/12/new-york-police-mourn-murder-of-
one-of-their-own.html

Calif. Launches eCrime Enforcement Unit
http://www.campussafetymagazine.com/Channel/Public-Safety/News/2011/12/16/Calif-
Launches-eCrime-Enforcement-Unit.aspx

New Tribal-State Relations
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/12/14/new-tribal-state-relations-67099

'LAFD BLOG' Receives National Award (California)

As the newest member of the Public Service Office (PSO) team, it is with great pride and
distinct pleasure we announce that our own LAFD BLOG (http://lafd.blogspot.com) was
recently recognized by the International Association of Firefighters (IAFF) as the "BEST
BLOG" at the 2011 Media Awards.

Congratulations to our Public Service Officers and Department Spokesmen, Brian
Humphrey and Erik Scott, for their outstanding work and dedication to clearly
establishing the LAFD BLOG as one of the best in the business.

As stated, “The IAFF Media Awards honor communications, reporting and photography
that best portray the professional and dangerous work of firefighters and emergency
medical personnel in the United States and Canada.” For more detailed information and
a complete list of the 2011 IAFF Media Awards contest winners, please visit:
http://bit.ly/IAFFawards.
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The LAFD BLOG is maintained by three firefighters, who work a 24-hour, platoon-duty
schedule. They are available around-the-clock to provide breaking news to all. If you are
interested in following the LAFD’s efforts in the field or in receiving real-time information
as it breaks, we invite you to visit: lafdalert.blogspot.com where you can access current
and archived stories and photos of our more significant incidents, as well as other
pertinent and timely information.

This gives us the opportunity to make our readers aware of the collective efforts put forth
by the LAFD’s entire Community Service Unit (CSU). In the City of Los Angeles, where
the strong demands placed upon the LAFD (in this case, from a media standpoint) have
become abundantly clear, the CSU Staff continues to work incredibly hard at
consistently delivering the most accurate, current information on incidents, events and
issues... no matter how difficult.

The PSO’s would like to thank the entire CSU Staff and all contributing photographers
for their continuous support and in seeing to it that our office is positioned for success.
Longtime PSO Brian Humphrey, who is largely responsible for the development of the
LAFD BLOG, says “We truly appreciate not only the help we are provided, but all that is
done on a daily basis by our entire staff.”

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 20
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organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.
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International News Stories

Civil Preparedness, Security and Humanitarian Affairs

France hands Carlos the Jackal another life prison term
http://news.yahoo.com/france-hands-carlos-jackal-another-life-prison-term-
000320541.html

Vic emergency system inadequate: report (Australia)
http://au.news.yahoo.com/latest/a/-/latest/12269307/vic-emergency-overhaul-needed-
comrie/

Satellite Images Suggest Something Happened at Iranian Nuclear Facility -- But Was It an Explosion?
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2011/12/09/images-iranian-nuclear-facility-provide-intel-
into-recent-explosion/

UN, Luxembourg Partner to Strengthen Emergency Telecoms
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/MW01112/S00298/un-luxembourg-partner-to-strengthen-
emergency-telecoms.htm

Pakistan says U.S. drones in its air space will be shot down
http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/ news/2011/12/10/9352886-pakistan-says-us-drones-
in-its-air-space-will-be-shot-down

After 5 years, Mexico’s drug war still rages
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/after-5-years-mexicos-drug-war-still-
rages/2011/12/10/glQAlocUIO story.html?hpid=z4

Heroes of the Hot Zone (Japan)
http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2012/01/japan-201201

December List: QPS Media, An example to the world (Australia)
http://idisaster.wordpress.com/2011/12/16/december-list-gps-media-an-example-to-the-
world/

Russia Seizes Radioactive Material En Route to Iran
http://www.cnbc.com/id/45695095

Crisis mapping and disaster risk reduction
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24226&pid:50

Asia: Disasters make it the year of living dangerously
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=24209&pid:50

U.S. defense chief in Libyan capital for talks
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/17/world/africa/libya-us-panetta/index.html?hpt=hp t2

Police: Norway massacre response was adequate
http://news.yahoo.com/police-norway-massacre-response-adequate-134026345.html

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 21
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Georgia, Jordan Agree to Cooperate in Emergency Management
http://www.civil.ge/eng/article.php?id=24278

Japan less likely to trust officials, main media, since disaster
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-japan-distrust-
20111218,0,7635674.story

Microfinancing lifts tsunami-hit Japan firms
http://news.yahoo.com/microfinancing-lifts-tsunami-hit-japan-firms-195411304.html

Building Resilience in the Horn of Africa
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/12/building-resilience-in-the-horn-of-africa/

Government to lay guidelines for hospital safety (India)
http://in.news.yahoo.com/government-lay-guidelines-hospital-safety-
120156740.html

India: Fire crisis - Only few hospitals in city prepared
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/email/url.php?eid=24166

UNISDR: Disasters now key in multinational country assessments
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/email/url.php?eid=24125

Japan: Talks look at the tragedy and hope sparked by disasters
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/email/url.php?eid=24130

Local and hi-tech responses needed when disaster strikes in Africa
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/email/url.php?eid=24178

Germany links serial killings to neo-Nazis
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2011-12-19/neo-nazis-serial-
killings/52083006/1

Global fears of North Korean nuclear arsenal heightened by leader’s death
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/checkpoint-washington/post/north-korea-
nuclear-fears-heightened-by-leaders-death/2011/12/19/g1Q0AZgJW40 blog.html

In Kim's death, an extensive intelligence failure
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45733048/ns/world news-the new york times/
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Hazard Research and News

Traditional practices suffer in Kenya’s drought
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/traditional-practices-suffer-in-kenyas-drought/

At least 2 killed in Mexico earthquake
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/11/world/americas/mexico-
earthquake/index.html?hpt=hp t3

Japan declares tsunami-crippled nuke plant stable
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/japan-declares-tsunami-crippled-nuke-070656704.html

Wild Monkeys to Be Released into Fukushima Fallout to Test Radiation
http://news.yahoo.com/wild-monkeys-released-fukushima-fallout-test-radiation-
222803557.html

Nuclear plants need to be hardened: Scientist
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/science/Nuclear-plants-need-to-be-hardened-
Scientist/articleshow/11136231.cms

UN warns conflict may worsen Somalia famine, needs $1.5bn
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/un-warns-conflict-may-worsen-somalia-famine-needs-
15bn/

Volcanos Slide Silently To Their Death
http://news.discovery.com/earth/seamounts-slide-silently-to-their-death-111213.html

Turkish mosque collapse Kills 1, injures 9
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45706530/ns/world _news-europe/

Typhoon kills more than 436 in southern Philippines
http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/sns-rt-us-philippines-weathertre7bg09g-
20111216,0,4621982.story

Philippines steps up search for flood survivors
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-16234718

Tales of heartbreak emerge in the aftermath of Typhoon Washi
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/asia-pacific/philippines/tales-of-
heartbreak-emerge-in-the-aftermath-of-typhoon-washi/

Russia oil spills wreak devastation
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/ap-enterprise-russia-oil-spills-050153139.html

Hong Kong school closed in bird flu scare (China)
http://news.yahoo.com/hong-kong-school-closed-bird-flu-scare-171410947.html
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Kenya refugee camp explosion kills policeman
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALegM5h3490xw99AXY -
VIENYi2WF JGvGA?docld=CNG.65f564f60f03ebab6c4103aa632a6e7a.631
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International Affairs

EU leaders agree fiscal pact, falter on treaty change
http://news.yahoo.com/eu-leaders-agree-fiscal-pact-treaty-change-035239179.html

Turkey warns Syria not to provoke regional crisis
http://news.yahoo.com/turkey-warns-syria-not-provoke-regional-crisis-000538334.html

"Putin Out," Russian protesters chant
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/10/world/europe/russia-protests/index.html?hpt=hp t2

New unity government takes office in Yemen
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/world now/2011/12/new-unity-government-takes-office-

in-yemen.html

Iran says EU "definitely" will not impose oil sanctions
http://news.yahoo.com/iran-says-eu-definitely-not-impose-oil-sanctions-085450244.html

Iran says it deliberately delayed announcement of US drone capture to test American
reaction
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle-east/iran-says-it-deliberately-delayed-
announcement-of-us-drone-capture-to-test-american-
reaction/2011/12/17/glQAyjX0z0O story.htm|?hpid=z3

Police seal off southern Chinese village, cut food supplies amid protests over land sales
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/police-seal-off-southern-china-village-
cut-food-supplies-amid-protests-over-land-

sales/2011/12/14/910A1cqJtO story.html?hpid=z3

Putin loyalist steps down as speaker of Russian parliament
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/putin-loyalist-steps-down-as-speaker-of-
russian-parliament-wont-sit-in-duma/2011/12/14/glQAAZAItO story.html?hpid=z4

UN lifts sanctions on Libya's key banks
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-16228845

Tunisia fetes poor town where revolt year began
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45708042/ns/world news-mideast n_africa/

Egypt soldiers charge Tahrir Square after night of violence
http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/ news/2011/12/17/9513165-eqypt-soldiers-charge-
tahrir-square-after-night-of-violence

Outrage over woman's beating fuels new Egypt protests
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/18/world/africa/egypt-unrest/index.html?hpt=hp t3

The Arab Spring: A Year of Revolution
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution
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North Korean Leader Kim Jong |l dead, State TV reports
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/18/world/asia/north-korea-leader-
dead/index.htm|?hpt=hp t1

US aid a step toward Korea nuclear talks
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45714468/ns/world news-asia pacific/

Syria to let in Arab monitors as deaths mount
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/19/us-syria-arabs-
iIdUSTRE7BIOH520111219
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Climate Change News Articles

Going to Extremes
http://www.slate.com/articles/health and science/project syndicate/2011/12/climate ch

ange how activists distort climate reports to make global warming sound scary .ht
mi

Virginia residents oppose preparations for climate-related sea-level rise
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/virginia-residents-oppose-
preparations-for-climate-related-sea-level-

rise/2011/12/05/gIQAVRw400 story.html?hpid=z4

Durban: An Important Step Forward in Combating Global Climate Change
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/durban climate change
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Alternate Energy Research and Development News

Wind farm fuels Ethiopia's green power ambitions
http://news.yahoo.com/wind-farm-fuels-ethiopias-green-power-ambitions-
060144717.html

Germany reaching out to young green scientists
http://news.yahoo.com/germany-reaching-young-green-scientists-122941062.html

Plateau solar shifts Navajo elders from kerosene lamps to solar electricity
http://navajohopiobserver.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=1&ArticlelD=1412
3

How the U.S. Federal Government Pushes Energy Efficiency--On lItself
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=how-us-federal-government-pushes-
energy-efficiency-on-itselt

Discovery of a 'Dark State' Could Mean a Brighter Future for Solar Energy
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/12/111215141617.htm

Frack That! The Innovators in Maine Have Plans to Power the Entire State with Offshore
Wind
http://www.forbes.com/sites/anthonykosner/2011/12/16/frack-that-the-innovators-in-
maine-have-plans-to-power-the-entire-state-with-offshore-wind/
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Reports

Australian Review of the 2010-11 flood warnings and response
http://apo.org.au/research/review-2010-11-flood-warnings-and-response

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, Report of the Steering Committee on
Incident Management and Response
http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/015eWVs20111109124445.pdf

Denver Mayor’s Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, 2010 Recap
Report (Colorado)
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/428/documents/OEMHS 2010RecapReport.pdf

Seattle, WA Earthquake Preparedness: Activities Completed and Future Efforts
http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/428/documents/OEMHS 2010RecapReport.pdf
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Additional Information

Emergency Management Solutions December 2011 - Is the Occupy Movement Really
Unique?
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs027/1102615593725/archive/1108937249603.html|

What is it a human right?- Video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpY9sl1Agbswé&feature=share

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs Fire Management, Smoke Signal Newsletters
http://www.bia.gov/nifc/library/signals/index.htm

Totally Unprepared, Tips for Securing Children’s Books and Toys for Earthquake Safety
(California)
http://www.totallyunprepared.com/2011/12/tips-for-securing-childrens-books-and-toys-
for-earthquake-safety/

Pictures: "Scary" Volcano Erupts in Ecuador
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2011/12/pictures/111207-tungurahua-volcano-
eruption-science-ecuador/?source=link fb20111208news-ecuadorvolcano

Tips for Mature Job Seekers
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/emergency-blogs/disaster-zone/jobs/tips-for-mature-
job-seekers-121011.html

Changing Perception of Avian Influenza Risk, Hong Kong, 2006—2010
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/17/12/11-0298 article.htm?source=qgovdelivery

FEMA Blog, A Resolution That’s Easy to Keep: Resolve to be Ready
http://blog.fema.gov/2011/12/resolution-thats-easy-to-keep-resolve.html

Satellite spots China's first aircraft carrier at sea Photo Blog
http://photoblog.msnbc.msn.com/ news/2011/12/14/944727 3-satellite-spots-chinas-first-
aircraft-carrier-at-sea

Widening access to Disaster Risk Reduction information for Children with Disabilities: An
Example from Indonesia
http://www.dinf.ne.jp/doc/english/prompt/cdppd/Abstract Sae Kani.html

Social Media in Emergency Management: Transforming the Response Enterprise- Video
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/social-media-emergency-management-transforming-
the-response-enterprise

Clackamas County, OR 2012 Emergency Preparedness Calendar
http://www.clackamas.us/docs/emergency/calendar.pdf

City of Portland, OR Office of Emergency Management 2011-2013 Strategic Plan
http://www.portlandonline.com/oem/index.cfm?c=55413&a=359309
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Atlanta-Fulton County, GA Emergency Management Agency Website
http://fultoncountyga.gov/afcema

Ready New York: My Emergency Plan Workbook
http://www.nyc.gov/html/oem/html/ready/myemergencyplan quide.shtml

Memorable Images from the Irag War
http://news.discovery.com/history/irag-war-images-111216.html

The National Disaster Medical System (NDMS)- Video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Dky4vc5050&sns=fb

Blueprint for a Secure Cyber Future: The Cybersecurity Strategy for the Homeland
Security Enterprise
http://www.iaem.com/publications/news/documents/blueprint-for-a-secure-cyber-

future.pdf

San Francisco, CA Community Agencies Responding to Disasters, December 2011
Newsletter
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?lir=nrnxhccab&v=001KvOA9nY SxsqOt
6xwwdd-ZvuYOcTORa0ptnS4d882paTafFR8rBZ2Ld4KJ-
bUf9hHb8Xd7cPaxjOExZeYDW5KFdhG7ac8B9KSzlwmoeOUcUibgMB6FBgzng%3D%3
D

ASIS Active Shooter Resources
http://www.asisonline.org/education/activeShooter.xml

UPMC Center for Biosecurity, U.S. Preparedness for a Nuclear Detonation
http://www.upmc-

biosecurity.org/website/resources/To%20USG/Testimony Briefings/2011/10-18-
anthrax_10yrs after.html

UPMC Center for Biosecurity, Use of Potassium lodide (KI) in a Nuclear Emergency
http://www.upmc-biosecurity.org/website/resources/publications/2011/2011-12-01-
potassium iodide nuke.html

NOAA Extreme Weather 2011 Website
http://www.noaa.gov/extreme2011/index.html

State of Florida Mass Care and Emergency Assistance Capability Level Guide
http://floridadisaster.org/training/esf6/documents/FLA%20Mass%20Care-
EA%20Capability%202011.pdf

FEMA Blog, Our Blog Turns One — With the Help of the Team
http://blog.fema.gov/2011/12/our-blog-turns-one-with-help-of-team.html

2011 Central Emergency Relief Fund- Video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mc-LMeelOec&feature=youtu.be&hd=1
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United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction Holiday Greeting and 2011
Accomplishments

http://www.unisdr.org/2011/seasons-

greetings/?utm_source=unisdr&utm medium=email&utm campaign=Season's%2BGree
tings%2Bfrom%2BUNISDR

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 20"
Anniversary- Video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-19h4FKsd U

CNBC Apocalypse 2012: Profiting from Doomsday
http://www.cnbc.com/id/42251653/

All-Hazards Consortium, December 2011 Newsletter
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Dec-2011-
Newsletter.html?s0id=1101267849273&aid=0ZGHWx| E3I

University of Washington Road & Pathway Snow Removal Strategy

The goal of our snow removal strategy is to make the campus accessible to emergency
vehicles, public transportation, students, staff and faculty. Our first priority will be to plow
all the essential access areas, the major roads on campus and the medical center. Once
these areas are cleared, our priority will shift to secondary roads and pathways and then
parking lot access. Medical Center staff parking areas will be a priority. See maps for
road and pathway removal routes. Once the roads are plowed, sanding will be
accomplished only in areas where traction is required. Sanding will be kept to a
minimum to reduce the expense of clean up and storm drain contamination. We do not
use salt due to environmental concerns but will rely on safe de-icers wherever
necessary. We will continue to plow and sand as necessary to keep the roads and
pathways accessible for all vehicles and pedestrians. The campus police will determine
any road closures. After the snow has melted our street sweepers will be dispatched to
clean the roads and walks of sand and debris. The road-plowing program can be very
dynamic, altered by the ever-changing weather conditions.
http://depts.washington.edu/grounds/snow_removal.htm

FEMA SEEKS COMMENT ON “LEVEE-INCLUSIVE” METHOD FOR FLOOD
MAPPING AND ANALYSIS EFFORTS

As part of on-going efforts to reform the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP),
FEMA has been working with stakeholders to revise FEMA’s process for mapping flood
risk with respect to levees. We have determined that an improved approach will enable
FEMA to provide maps that more precisely reflect the flood risk experienced by families
living behind levees.

Over the recent months, FEMA has explored a spectrum of possible scenarios to
address the one percent-annual-chance flood risk in the vicinity of levees, and evaluated
multiple approaches through extensive stakeholder, independent, technical, and public
input.
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As with other, recently-adopted tools that have increased FEMA mapping accuracy,
such as digital mapping technology, these new methods add to FEMA's overall
continually improving flood mapping and analysis. These new levee-inclusive tools aid in
compiling more precise technical data and allow FEMA to more effectively assess the
actual flood risk faced by citizens in communities throughout the nation.

FEMA is proposing a new mapping process for levees and is seeking public comment on
its new mapping methodology. Flood mapping remains a team effort that requires close
coordination between FEMA, its federal partners, the state and local communities to
ensure that the most precise data is reflected in flood maps as they are finalized.

FEMA welcomes comments from the public during this 45-day public comment period
that is open until January 30, 2012. A copy of the Federal Register Notice is attached.
Please see for instructions on submitting comments. For more information on the public
comment, please visit http://federalregister.gov/a/2011-32128.

Natural Disasters Collection

Need to know how an earthquake might affect a mountain slope? Or how a hurricane
can wreak havoc on a wastewater system? Heck, this collection of journal articles from
Routledge can even lead you to resources on how Katrina cleanup compares to post-
World War Il Europe. Regardless of the type of disaster article you’re looking for, this is
a good place to start, with a wealth of information on how disaster affects the economy
and environment. A subscription may be required to access some articles.
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/offers/naturaldisasters/index.asp

FEMA Social Media Webinar

The purpose of this email is to announce the next webinar in a series of monthly
webinars provided by Mission Support Branch of the Emergency Management Institute.
The webinars are for Federal, State, Local, Tribal and emergency management
personnel and their staff and will be presented via the world-wide web.

Please Note: The webinar is an informational brief. Therefore, participants do not
register. There are a limited number of lines that will be available on a first come, first
served basis. Once the 300 lines are used, no further lines will be available. If possible,
please conserve lines by calling in as a group.

Date/Time: January 18, 2012 from 4:00-5:00 PM Eastern Time (ET)
Website Information: https://fema.connectsolutions.com/r72351348

Transmission of 2009 Pandemic Influenza to Healthcare Workers
By Amesh A. Adalja, MD, FACP, December 16, 2011

During the early days of the 2009 H1N1 influenza pandemic, before knowledge of the
virus was widespread, healthcare facilities that had not instituted influenza control
measures were accepting patients infected with the virus, and healthcare workers
(HCWs) were exposed. At that time, the CDC, in collaboration with the California
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Department of Public Health, the San Diego County Health and Human Services
Agency, and the Imperial County Public Health Department, catalogued the infection
rates among 139 HCWs who were exposed to 6 of the first 8 laboratory-confirmed 2009
pandemic patients in the U.S. The study results have important implications for efforts to
minimize the risk of both virus acquisition and virus transmission among HCWs during
an influenza pandemic.

ED and Outpatient Exposures

The 6 index patients presented to 1 of 3 healthcare settings between March 28 and April
22, 2009. Those settings included the emergency department (ED) of a tertiary care
facility, the ED of a community hospital, or an outpatient clinic (all facilities were located
in San Diego County or Imperial County). In those settings, HCWs who were within 6
feet of an index patient, for any period of time, were considered exposed. Included in the
study were real-time data from 63 of the 139 HCWs who met this definition.

Data elements covered information about demographics, employment, and work setting
as well as information about use of personal protective equipment (PPE). HCWs were
gueried about the presence of acute respiratory illness—ie, did they have at least 2 of
the following symptoms: fever, cough, sore throat, and rhinorrhea within 10 days of
encountering an index patient. When HCWs with acute respiratory illness met the more
stringent criteria of temperature higher than 37.8C accompanied by cough or sore throat,
they were assigned to an “influenza-like illness” subset.

16% Acquisition Rate Among HCWs
Survey data are summarized below:
o 10 (16%) of the exposed HCWs met study criteria for acute respiratory illness
o 6 (10%) of those HCWs met criteria for influenza-like illness
e Of the exposed HCWs with acute respiratory illness, 8 (80%) were absent from
work for a median 2 days; 5 (50%) sought medical evaluation, and 2 (20%)
received antiviral therapy
¢ None of the HCWs who developed acute respiratory infections received post-
exposure prophylaxis with an antiviral medication
e Post-exposure analysis of serum samples indicated that 9 (14%) were
seropositive
o Of seropositive HCWs, 6 (67%) were asymptomatic, and 3 (33%) developed
influenza-like illness.

Setting and Role Influence Exposure
Of 9 serologically positive cases among HCWs, 6 (67%) worked in outpatient settings,
and 8 (89%) held allied health positions—findings that were statistically significant in a
comparison with HCWs who were not infected. Both the setting in which exposure
occurred and an HCW'’s role influenced acquisition of virus:
e There was a 2-fold higher attack rate among both allied HCWs and those
working in outpatient settings, though neither finding was statistically significant
e HCWs in outpatient settings were statistically more likely to be seropositive
than those working in inpatient settings (32% vs. 7%), a finding that was
statistically significant.

Prevention Worked
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HCWs in all settings were vaccinated against seasonal influenza at about the same rate,
although allied HCWs were less likely to have been vaccinated. Use of personal
protective equipment (PPE) was found to be significantly protective¥snone of the HCWs
who reported use of masks or N-95 respirators was seropositive, while 9 (21%) of those
who reported no use of PPE were seropositive. Use of N-95 masks was also associated
with lack of respiratory illness symptoms. PPE was used more often in inpatient settings,
where fit-testing was performed more often than it was in outpatient settings.

Proper Use of PPE

With the finding of higher infection rates among HCWs in outpatient settings, where PPE
is used less often, this study suggests that PPE, and especially N-95 masks, is essential
to efforts to protect HCWs. This is true as well for allied HCWs, who may be less likely to
don masks. Most important for pandemic management is the finding that infection led to
absenteeism, which could produce a significant reduction in workforce at a time when
HCWs will be needed most.

In all, these results reinforce the importance of droplet precautions, PPE, and other
prevention efforts during an influenza pandemic. The results also suggest the need to
stress use of these measures by all HCWs in all settings where daily prevention of
nosocomial infection is important.

Reference: Jaeger JL, Patel M, Dharan N, et al. Transmission of 2009 pandemic
influenza A (H1N1) virus among healthcare personnel—southern California, 2009. Infect
Control Hosp Epidemiol 2011;32:1149-1157.
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