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Executive Summary 

This section of the EM Weekly Report will contain news articles, reports and resources 
that are of particular interest to emergency management professionals: 
 
New Jersey enters into agreement with Target for disaster help  
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/burlington_county_times_news/new-jersey-
enters-into-agreement-with-target-for-disaster-help/article_387cec9a-2838-565d-9972-
13ef8225080d.html 

 
Vermont Rebounding Quickly From Hurricane Irene 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/06/us/vermont-rebounding-from-hurricane-
irene.html?hpw 

 
Report: Conn. utility not prepared for Oct. storm 
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/1191965-Report-Conn-utility-not-
prepared-for-Oct-storm/ 

 
Gov. Jindal taps Davis for emergency job (Louisiana) 
http://www.dailyworld.com/article/20111201/NEWS01/112010313/Gov-Jindal-taps-
Davis-emergency-job 
 
Weather siren system caught in funding gap (Alabama) 
http://annistonstar.com/bookmark/16586463 

 
App Helps Drivers Stranded in Winter Storms Contact Help 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/App-Helps-Drivers-Stranded-Winter-Storms.html 

 
OPM Director John Berry Discusses Updated 2012 Dismissal and Closure Procedures 
http://www.opm.gov/news/opm-director-john-berry-discusses-updated-2012-dismissal-
and-closure-procedures,1741.aspx 

 
Vital utilities vulnerable to hacking  
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21228415.400-vital-utilities-vulnerable-to-
hacking.html 

 
US agents laundered drug money: report 
http://news.yahoo.com/us-agents-laundered-drug-money-report-180012421.html 

 
Postwar Marines: smaller, less focused on land war 
http://news.yahoo.com/postwar-marines-smaller-less-focused-land-war-132241513.html 

 
Sovereign Citizen Targets Supreme Court Chief Justice and FBI Director 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2011/11/29/sovereign-citizen-targets-supreme-court-chief-
justice-and-fbi-director/ 

 
 
 

http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/burlington_county_times_news/new-jersey-enters-into-agreement-with-target-for-disaster-help/article_387cec9a-2838-565d-9972-13ef8225080d.html
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/burlington_county_times_news/new-jersey-enters-into-agreement-with-target-for-disaster-help/article_387cec9a-2838-565d-9972-13ef8225080d.html
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/burlington_county_times_news/new-jersey-enters-into-agreement-with-target-for-disaster-help/article_387cec9a-2838-565d-9972-13ef8225080d.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/06/us/vermont-rebounding-from-hurricane-irene.html?hpw
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/06/us/vermont-rebounding-from-hurricane-irene.html?hpw
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/1191965-Report-Conn-utility-not-prepared-for-Oct-storm/
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/1191965-Report-Conn-utility-not-prepared-for-Oct-storm/
http://www.dailyworld.com/article/20111201/NEWS01/112010313/Gov-Jindal-taps-Davis-emergency-job
http://www.dailyworld.com/article/20111201/NEWS01/112010313/Gov-Jindal-taps-Davis-emergency-job
http://annistonstar.com/bookmark/16586463
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/App-Helps-Drivers-Stranded-Winter-Storms.html
http://www.opm.gov/news/opm-director-john-berry-discusses-updated-2012-dismissal-and-closure-procedures,1741.aspx
http://www.opm.gov/news/opm-director-john-berry-discusses-updated-2012-dismissal-and-closure-procedures,1741.aspx
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21228415.400-vital-utilities-vulnerable-to-hacking.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21228415.400-vital-utilities-vulnerable-to-hacking.html
http://news.yahoo.com/us-agents-laundered-drug-money-report-180012421.html
http://news.yahoo.com/postwar-marines-smaller-less-focused-land-war-132241513.html
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2011/11/29/sovereign-citizen-targets-supreme-court-chief-justice-and-fbi-director/
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2011/11/29/sovereign-citizen-targets-supreme-court-chief-justice-and-fbi-director/
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2011/11/29/sovereign-citizen-targets-supreme-court-chief-justice-and-fbi-director/


This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you’re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

5 

Is Antiterrorism Training Keeping Up With the Diverging Threat? 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/training/Antiterrorism-Training-Keeping-Up-Diverging-
Threat.html 

 
Palestinian terror lawsuit touches rural Pa. town 
http://www.homeland1.com/domestic-international-terrorism/articles/1193021-
Palestinian-terror-lawsuit-touches-rural-Pa-town/ 
 
National Guard deployment on U.S.-Mexico border has mixed results 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/national-guard-deployment-on-
us-mexico-border-has-mixed-results/2011/11/21/gIQAly6qXO_story.html?hpid=z1 
 
Missile component damaged in accident (North Dakota) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/missile-component-damaged-in-
accident/2011/12/05/gIQArdroXO_story.html?hpid=z1 

 
Pastor who burned Koran asked to stay away from UC Irvine (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-1202-uci-jones-20111202,0,5934859.story 

 
Napolitano says lone wolf terror threat growing 
http://news.yahoo.com/napolitano-says-lone-wolf-terror-threat-growing-175231790.html 

 
Colleges Learn Crisis Management Strategies from Federal Models 

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/Colleges-Learn-Crisis-Management-Strategies-
From-Federal-Models.html 
 
Virginia Tech seeks to block fine in shooting case 
http://news.yahoo.com/virginia-tech-seeks-block-fine-shooting-case-150305825.html 

 
Hampshire vet spreads the word on service dogs 
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20111201/news/712019886/ 

 
After the wind, a tidy Pasadena neighborhood pulls together  
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-wind-scene-20111202,0,7639997.story 

 
BP says Halliburton destroyed Gulf spill evidence 
http://news.yahoo.com/bp-says-halliburton-destroyed-gulf-spill-evidence-
212654957.html 

 
Dam failure maps to remain public (Georgia) 
http://newstimes.augusta.com/latest-news/2011-11-12/dam-failure-maps-to-remain-
public 

 
FCC to review BART cell service shutdown policy (California) 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-205_162-57336077/fcc-to-review-bart-cell-service-
shutdown-policy/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain 

 
Expert: Mexico glyphs don't predict apocalypse 
http://news.yahoo.com/expert-mexico-glyphs-dont-predict-apocalypse-040313881.html 
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To clear Occupy camp, LAPD uses new tactics (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-occupy-main-20111201,0,4122942.story 

 
With changes, the grid can take it 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2011-12-grid.html 
 
Home burns while firefighters watch, again (Tennessee) 
http://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/local/Home-burns-while-firefighters-watch-again-
135069773.html 

 
App helps emergency crews ID toxic chemicals 
http://gcn.com/articles/2011/12/05/agg-chemm-ist-chemical-exposure-tool.aspx 

 
Clinton moves to inject new urgency into bioweapon concerns at Geneva event 
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=49469&sid=60 

 
Zero-tolerance blitz on firebreaks starts today (Australia) 
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/regional/goldfields/a/-/news/12244145/zero-tolerance-
blitz-on-firebreaks-starts-today/ 
 
China 'ill-prepared' for unrest, says security chief 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-16026607 
 
Mysterious blasts, slayings suggest covert efforts in Iran 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iran-bomb-
20111205,0,7550482.story 

 
The Broader View: Why communicating with disaster-struck communities matters 
http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/broader-view-why-communicating-disaster-
struck-communities-matters 

 
Calgary Homeless Foundation: Agencies Work Together on Winter Emergency 
Response Plan (Canada) 
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Calgary-Homeless-Foundation-iw-1608999859.html 

 
After tsunami, Japanese believe waves less deadly 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-205_162-57337783/after-tsunami-japanese-believe-
waves-less-deadly/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain 

 
'Looking through the window of opportunity and seeing gender equality' 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=23864&a=email 

 
Japan to set up emergency gas power stations in 60 parks across Tokyo 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/japan/8920000/Japan-to-set-up-
emergency-gas-power-stations-in-60-parks-across-Tokyo.html 

 
Scientists seek solutions to rising costs of drought 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/scientists-seek-solutions-to-rising-costs-of-drought/ 
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Japan Split on Hope for Vast Radiation Cleanup 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/07/world/asia/japans-huge-nuclear-cleanup-makes-
returning-home-a-goal.html?_r=2&hp 

 
Two days in the life of an urban flood expert (Thailand) 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94367 

 
Vaccine developed against Ebola  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16011748 

 
INTERVIEW: Horn of Africa crisis may last to summer - EU official 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/interview-horn-of-africa-crisis-may-last-to-summer-eu-
official/ 

 
UN: Syria now in a civil war 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45514855/ns/world_news-mideast_n_africa/ 

 
Inupiat Community Sues Companies over Ravages of Climate Change (Alaska) 
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/12/01/inupiat-community-sues-
companies-over-ravages-of-climate-change-65152 

 
U.N. chief: Major climate deal unlikely 
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/story/2011-12-06/climate-change-conference-
durban-south-africa/51675778/1 

 
Big Solar Project Moves Forward Without Uncle Sam 
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/30/142935396/big-solar-project-moves-forward-without-
uncle-sam 

 
Idea of a cold fusion plant in Massachusetts explored  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45557227/ns/technology_and_science-science/ 

 
Sedalia Social Media- Video (Missouri) 
http://www.fema.gov/medialibrary/media_records/6666 
 
Random Hacks of Kindness Global Event- Video 
http://fyvr.net/rhok-global.php 

 
Improvements in Emergency Preparedness since Hurricane Katrina- Video 
http://evacuteer.org/improvements-in-emergency-preparedness-s 

 
EMForum.org Transcript: The Rad Resilient City Initiative  
http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc111130.htm 

 
FEMA, National Preparedness System 
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/prepared/nps_description.pdf 
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FEMA Blog, a Long Overdue Policy Change to Recognize the Sovereignty of Tribal 
Governments  
http://blog.fema.gov/2011/12/long-overdue-policy-change-to-recognize.html 
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U.S. News Reports 
 
Emergency Management 
 
New Jersey enters into agreement with Target for disaster help  
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/burlington_county_times_news/new-jersey-
enters-into-agreement-with-target-for-disaster-help/article_387cec9a-2838-565d-9972-
13ef8225080d.html 
 
VEM director reassigned in wake of Irene (Vermont) 
http://www.wcax.com/story/16164014/vem-director-removed-in-wake-of-irene 
 
Vermont Rebounding Quickly From Hurricane Irene 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/06/us/vermont-rebounding-from-hurricane-
irene.html?hpw 
 
State cuts to hazmat will hurt Coulee Region (Wisconsin) 
http://lacrossetribune.com/vernonbroadcaster/news/opinion/editorial/columnists/state-
cuts-to-hazmat-will-hurt-coulee-region/article_8bd15e9a-1b6a-11e1-8074-
001cc4c002e0.html 
 
Report: Conn. utility not prepared for Oct. storm 
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/1191965-Report-Conn-utility-not-
prepared-for-Oct-storm/ 
 
Season ends; Irene's effects linger (North Carolina) 
http://carteretnewstimes.com/articles/2011/12/03/news-
times/news/doc4ed922744221d082000923.txt 
 
Gov. Jindal taps Davis for emergency job (Louisiana) 
http://www.dailyworld.com/article/20111201/NEWS01/112010313/Gov-Jindal-taps-
Davis-emergency-job 
 
Weather siren system caught in funding gap (Alabama) 
http://annistonstar.com/bookmark/16586463 
 
City of Houston Emergency Management Launches Mobile Website (Texas) 
http://www.houstongovnewsroom.org/go/doc/2155/1215703/ 
 
Brooklyn Military Drill Tests Response to Hypothetical Attack (New York) 
http://www.ny1.com/content/151845/brooklyn-military-drill-tests-response-to-
hypothetical-attack 
 
App Helps Drivers Stranded in Winter Storms Contact Help 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/App-Helps-Drivers-Stranded-Winter-Storms.html 
 
Cal EMA Acting Secretary Praises Orange County Firefighters following MOBEX 
http://calemanews.wordpress.com/2011/12/05/cal-ema-acting-secretary-praises-orange-
county-firefighters-following-mobex/ 
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County supervisors slam Edison for response to power outage (California) 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2011/12/edison-slammed-for-response-to-power-
outage.html 
 
Disaster drill derailed by disasters 
http://fcw.com/articles/2011/11/30/national-level-exercise-audit.aspx 
 
Mobile App Encourages Preparedness in Arlington (Virginia) 
http://www.arlnow.com/2011/11/22/mobile-app-encourages-preparedness-in-arlington/ 
 
OPM Director John Berry Discusses Updated 2012 Dismissal and Closure Procedures 
http://www.opm.gov/news/opm-director-john-berry-discusses-updated-2012-dismissal-
and-closure-procedures,1741.aspx 
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Homeland Security, Defense and National Security 
 
Senate passes defense bill with detainee policy compromise 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/01/politics/senate-detainee-policy/index.html?hpt=hp_t1 
 
After Duty, Dogs Suffer Like Soldiers 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/02/us/more-military-dogs-show-signs-of-combat-
stress.html?_r=1&hp 
 
Vital utilities vulnerable to hacking  
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21228415.400-vital-utilities-vulnerable-to-
hacking.html 
 
Plant to Make Fertilizer That Eases a Threat 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/03/business/energy-environment/new-factory-to-make-
fertilizer-that-is-less-useful-in-creating-bombs.html?hpw 
 
US agents laundered drug money: report 
http://news.yahoo.com/us-agents-laundered-drug-money-report-180012421.html 
 
CG crash survivor faces charges in deadly incident (Alaska) 
http://news.yahoo.com/cg-crash-survivor-faces-charges-deadly-incident-163127666.html 
 
Postwar Marines: smaller, less focused on land war 
http://news.yahoo.com/postwar-marines-smaller-less-focused-land-war-132241513.html 
 
Major Nativist Extremist Group May Be at End of its Rope 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2011/12/02/major-nativist-extremist-group-may-be-at-end-
of-its-rope/ 
 
White Supremacist David Duke to be booted from yet another Country 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2011/11/30/white-supremacist-david-duke-to-be-booted-
from-yet-another-country/ 
 
Sovereign Citizen Targets Supreme Court Chief Justice and FBI Director 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2011/11/29/sovereign-citizen-targets-supreme-court-chief-
justice-and-fbi-director/ 
 
Homeland Security pitches new spy towers on sovereign Tohono O'odham land 
http://narcosphere.narconews.com/notebook/brenda-norrell/2011/11/homeland-security-
pitches-new-spy-towers-sovereign-tohono-oodham-lan 
 
State's Homeland Security Office transfers to State Police headquarters (Pennsylvania) 
http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/States-Homeland-Security-Office-transfers-
to/fwJkFl9e9U6_osD-yII2pA.cspx?rss=50 
 
Questions swirl around $6 billion nuclear lab 
http://news.yahoo.com/questions-swirl-around-6-billion-nuclear-lab-160212259.html 
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62nd Medical Brigade certified for homeland response mission 
http://www.jtfcs.northcom.mil/News/2011/111115.aspx 
 
House Bill Seeks Exchange of Information to Boost Cybersecurity  
http://www.hstoday.us/index.php?id=95%20&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=20180%20&c
Hash=a0f4a92dac93a7315c372217e70a79bd 
 
Is Antiterrorism Training Keeping Up With the Diverging Threat? 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/training/Antiterrorism-Training-Keeping-Up-Diverging-
Threat.html 
 
U.S. vacating air base in Pakistan after troop deaths 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/05/world/asia/pakistan-us-military/index.html?on.cnn=1 
 
Palestinian terror lawsuit touches rural Pa. town 
http://www.homeland1.com/domestic-international-terrorism/articles/1193021-
Palestinian-terror-lawsuit-touches-rural-Pa-town/ 
 
National Guard deployment on U.S.-Mexico border has mixed results 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/national-guard-deployment-on-
us-mexico-border-has-mixed-results/2011/11/21/gIQAly6qXO_story.html?hpid=z1 
 
Missile component damaged in accident (North Dakota) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/missile-component-damaged-in-
accident/2011/12/05/gIQArdroXO_story.html?hpid=z1 
 
North Korea making missile able to hit U.S. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/dec/5/north-korea-making-missile-able-to-
hit-us/ 
 
TSA Must Improve Quality, Distribution of Threat Info, GAO Says 
http://www.hstoday.us/briefings/today-s-news-analysis/single-article/tsa-must-improve-
quality-distribution-of-threat-info-gao-says/b13875655f0f0b260e0bd21f97361573.html 
 
Lawmakers Blast Administration for Calling Fort Hood Massacre 'Workplace Violence' 
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/12/06/military-growing-terrorist-target-lawmakers-
warn/ 
 
Pastor who burned Koran asked to stay away from UC Irvine (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-1202-uci-jones-20111202,0,5934859.story 
 
Kentucky church votes to ban interracial couples 
http://news.yahoo.com/kentucky-church-votes-ban-interracial-couples-003419318.html 
 
Napolitano says lone wolf terror threat growing 
http://news.yahoo.com/napolitano-says-lone-wolf-terror-threat-growing-175231790.html 
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Campus Safety and Security 
 
Colleges Learn Crisis Management Strategies from Federal Models 

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/Colleges-Learn-Crisis-Management-Strategies-
From-Federal-Models.html 
 
Virginia Tech seeks to block fine in shooting case 
http://news.yahoo.com/virginia-tech-seeks-block-fine-shooting-case-150305825.html 
 
Beach college security bill clears N.J. Senate committee 
http://www.nj.com/camden/index.ssf/2011/12/beach_college_security_bill_cl.html 
 
St. Vincent student charged after 'perfect storm' of events (Pennsylvania) 
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_770196.html 
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Functional Needs 
 
Hampshire vet spreads the word on service dogs 
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20111201/news/712019886/ 
 

http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20111201/news/712019886/
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Hazard Research and News 
 
A Debate Over Who Regulates Gas 'Fracking' In Pa. 
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/30/142948831/a-debate-over-who-regulates-gas-fracking-in-
penn 
 
Saltwater affects earthquake activity on San Andreas Fault 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45497020/ns/technology_and_science-science/ 
 
Lobster tag lost in 'Perfect Storm' hops Atlantic 
http://news.yahoo.com/lobster-tag-lost-perfect-storm-hops-atlantic-182823339.html 
 
Texas towns find fast solutions to water problems 
http://news.yahoo.com/texas-towns-fast-solutions-water-problems-170139408.html 
 
Unusual weather system produces destructive winds (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-winds-science-20111202,0,1624581.story 
 
After the wind, a tidy Pasadena neighborhood pulls together  
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-wind-scene-20111202,0,7639997.story 
 
Russian tanker to carry fuel to Nome (Alaska) 
http://news.yahoo.com/apnewsbreak-russian-tanker-carry-fuel-nome-214525507.html 
 
BP says Halliburton destroyed Gulf spill evidence 
http://news.yahoo.com/bp-says-halliburton-destroyed-gulf-spill-evidence-
212654957.html 
 
CDC Kicks Off National Influenza Vaccination Week 
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/abc-blogs/cdc-kicks-off-national-influenza-vaccination-
week-204335079.html 
 
W.Va. mine disaster deal could boost safety in industry 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-06/big-branch-west-virginia-mine-
explosion-settlement/51675316/1?loc=interstitialskip 
 
Indiana gives $300K to some stage collapse victims 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-06/indiana-fair-stage-collapse-
compensation/51678306/1 
 
Science journalist apologizes for Newsweek quake article  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45572057/ns/technology_and_science-science/ 
 
Dam failure maps to remain public (Georgia) 
http://newstimes.augusta.com/latest-news/2011-11-12/dam-failure-maps-to-remain-
public 
 
Ohio nuclear plant with cracked building can open 
http://news.yahoo.com/ohio-nuclear-plant-cracked-building-open-235917051.html 
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http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-06/indiana-fair-stage-collapse-compensation/51678306/1
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45572057/ns/technology_and_science-science/
http://newstimes.augusta.com/latest-news/2011-11-12/dam-failure-maps-to-remain-public
http://newstimes.augusta.com/latest-news/2011-11-12/dam-failure-maps-to-remain-public
http://news.yahoo.com/ohio-nuclear-plant-cracked-building-open-235917051.html
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Public Safety Communications, Interoperability, 3-1-1 and 9-1-1 News  
 
Wi-Fi Platform Sends Lifesaving Data between Ambulances, Hospitals (North Carolina) 

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/health/Wi-Fi-Platform-Sends-Lifesaving-Data.html 
 
FCC to review BART cell service shutdown policy (California) 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-205_162-57336077/fcc-to-review-bart-cell-service-
shutdown-policy/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain 
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Other 
 
Expert: Mexico glyphs don't predict apocalypse 
http://news.yahoo.com/expert-mexico-glyphs-dont-predict-apocalypse-040313881.html 
 
To clear Occupy camp, LAPD uses new tactics (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-occupy-main-20111201,0,4122942.story 
 
Warfighting for Firefighters 
http://www.fireengineering.com/articles/2011/12/peeples-warfighting.html 
 
FAA reviews LAPD's use of airport funds (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-lapd-airport-20111205,0,4163226.story 
 
San Francisco Fire Department to challenge fines in firefighters' deaths (California) 
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/2011/12/san-francisco-fire-department-challenge-fines-
firefighters-deaths#ixzz1fgKns6FK 
 
With changes, the grid can take it 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2011-12-grid.html 
 
Home burns while firefighters watch, again (Tennessee) 
http://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/local/Home-burns-while-firefighters-watch-again-
135069773.html 
 
Firefighters get jump start on emergencies (California) 
http://westcoast911.com/wp/2011/12/06/firefighters-get-jump-start-on-emergencies/ 
 
IDOT unveils life-saving Yellow Dot program (Illinois) 
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2011/11/illinois-idot-unveils-life-saving-yellow-dot-
program/ 
 
App helps emergency crews ID toxic chemicals 
http://gcn.com/articles/2011/12/05/agg-chemm-ist-chemical-exposure-tool.aspx 
 
Changes Made to FY 2011 AFG Award Procedures 
http://www.firehouse.com/news/top-headlines/changes-made-fy-2011-afg-award-
procedures 
 
Realignment May Reduce Inmate Firefighting Program (California) 
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Prisoner-Realignment-Reduce-Inmate-
Firefighting-Program-135146373.html?_osource=Newsletter-Daily 
 
Chambersburg firefighters dispute with volunteer crews over who fights fires 
(Pennsylvania) 
http://www.abc27.com/story/16158086/chambersburg-firefighters-dispute-over-who-
fights-fires 
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Federal retirees wait months for payments, as OPM backlog drags on 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/federal-retirees-wait-months-for-payments-as-
opm-backlog-drags-on/2011/11/30/gIQAGWyGEO_story.html?hpid=z11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/federal-retirees-wait-months-for-payments-as-opm-backlog-drags-on/2011/11/30/gIQAGWyGEO_story.html?hpid=z11
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/federal-retirees-wait-months-for-payments-as-opm-backlog-drags-on/2011/11/30/gIQAGWyGEO_story.html?hpid=z11


This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you’re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

19 

 International News Stories 
 
Civil Preparedness, Security and Humanitarian Affairs 
 
Trade in surveillance technology raises worries 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trade-in-surveillance-technology-
raises-worries/2011/11/22/gIQAFFZOGO_story.html?hpid=z3 
 
U.N. Fights to Maintain Food Aid for North Korea -- With the Communist Regime as 
Middle Man 
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2011/12/01/un-fights-to-maintain-food-aid-to-north-korea-
despite-us-concerns-about-program/?test=latestnews 
 
In Gaza, lives shaped by drones 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-gaza-lives-shaped-by-
drones/2011/11/30/gIQAjaP6OO_story.html?hpid=z3 
 
Clinton moves to inject new urgency into bioweapon concerns at Geneva event 
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=49469&sid=60 
 
How strong are Russia's skinheads? 
http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2011/12/01/how-strong-are-russias-
skinheads/?hpt=hp_bn4 
 
Haiti leader says Venezuela aid key 
http://news.yahoo.com/ap-interview-haiti-leader-says-venezuela-aid-key-
183813004.html 
 
Zero-tolerance blitz on firebreaks starts today (Australia) 
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/regional/goldfields/a/-/news/12244145/zero-tolerance-
blitz-on-firebreaks-starts-today/ 
 
China 'ill-prepared' for unrest, says security chief 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-16026607 
 
Mysterious blasts, slayings suggest covert efforts in Iran 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iran-bomb-
20111205,0,7550482.story 
 
Australia firestorm victims settle court case 
http://news.yahoo.com/australia-firestorm-victims-settle-court-case-070735297.html 
 
The Broader View: Why communicating with disaster-struck communities matters 
http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/broader-view-why-communicating-disaster-
struck-communities-matters 
 
Haiti is a future tourist destination, says president 
http://news.yahoo.com/haiti-future-tourist-destination-says-president-162229549.html 
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Calgary Homeless Foundation: Agencies Work Together on Winter Emergency 
Response Plan (Canada) 
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Calgary-Homeless-Foundation-iw-1608999859.html 
 
At Conference, Afghans Say they’ll Need Aid for Years 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/06/world/asia/afghans-tell-conference-they-need-aid-
for-at-least-another-decade.html?_r=1&hp 
 
China's Hu urges navy to prepare for combat 
http://news.yahoo.com/chinas-hu-urges-navy-prepare-combat-160509787.html 
 
Taiwan spy agency denies 'magnetic' attack 
http://ca.news.yahoo.com/taiwan-running-mate-claims-magnetic-attack-003709546.html 
 
After tsunami, Japanese believe waves less deadly 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-205_162-57337783/after-tsunami-japanese-believe-
waves-less-deadly/?tag=cbsnewsLeadStoriesAreaMain 
 
Israel arrests troops for anti-Palestinian vandalism 
http://news.yahoo.com/israel-arrests-troops-anti-palestinian-vandalism-205431661.html 
 
'Looking through the window of opportunity and seeing gender equality' 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=23864&a=email 
 
Danish right-wing extremists eye 'race war': police  
http://www.france24.com/en/20111117-danish-right-wing-extremists-eye-race-war-police 
 
End of an era as US military hands Camp Victory to Iraqis  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45520785/ns/world_news-mideast_n_africa/ 
 

Japan to set up emergency gas power stations in 60 parks across Tokyo 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/japan/8920000/Japan-to-set-up-
emergency-gas-power-stations-in-60-parks-across-Tokyo.html 
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Hazard Research and News 
 
How animals predict earthquakes 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/15945014 
 
Scientists seek solutions to rising costs of drought 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/scientists-seek-solutions-to-rising-costs-of-drought/ 
 
45,000 evacuated in Germany as experts succesfully defuse massive British WWII-era 
bomb 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/tens-of-thousands-evacuating-german-
city-as-experts-defuse-massive-british-wwii-era-
bomb/2011/12/04/gIQAiqDMRO_story.html 
 
Japan's 'nuclear gypsies' face radioactive peril at power plants 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-japan-nuclear-gypsies-
20111204,0,347252.story 
 
More Radioactive Water Leaks at Japanese Plant 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/05/world/asia/more-leaks-from-fukushima-daiichi-
nuclear-plant.html?_r=1&hpw 
 
Japan Quake Lifted Seabed 16 Stories—Largest Recorded 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2011/11/111201-japan-earthquake-tectonics-
earth-tsunami-science/?source=link_fb20111201news-japanquake 
 
NASA Finds 'Merging Tsunami' Doubled Japan Destruction 
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.cfm?release=2011-374 
 
Japan Split on Hope for Vast Radiation Cleanup 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/07/world/asia/japans-huge-nuclear-cleanup-makes-
returning-home-a-goal.html?_r=2&hp 
 
What will happen when an earthquake hits Singapore? 
http://sbr.com.sg/healthcare/commentary/what-will-happen-when-earthquake-hits-
singapore 
 
Volcanic eruption closes Indonesian airport 
http://news.yahoo.com/volcanic-eruption-closes-indonesian-airport-013421096.html 
 
Two days in the life of an urban flood expert (Thailand) 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94367 
 
Blasts across Afghanistan target Shi'ites, 59 dead 
http://news.yahoo.com/suicide-bomber-attacks-shiite-shrine-kabul-074309077.html 
 
Vaccine developed against Ebola  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16011748 
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Kilauea volcano's deadliest blast from the past revealed  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45572586/ns/technology_and_science-science/ 
 
INTERVIEW: Horn of Africa crisis may last to summer - EU official 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/interview-horn-of-africa-crisis-may-last-to-summer-eu-
official/ 
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International Affairs 
 
Gary Locke is star in China as first U.S. ambassador of Chinese ancestry 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/gary-locke-is-star-in-china-as-first-us-
ambassador-of-chinese-ancestry/2011/11/28/gIQA703DEO_story.html?hpid=z2 
 
UN: Syria now in a civil war 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45514855/ns/world_news-mideast_n_africa/ 
 
Opposition protesters arrested as Putin's party suffers losses 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/04/world/europe/russia-elections/index.html?hpt=hp_t1 
 
After the hope of the Arab Spring, the chill of an Arab Winter 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/after-the-hope-of-the-arab-spring-the-chill-of-
an-arab-
winter/2011/11/28/gIQABGqHIO_story.html?hpid=z3&tid=sm_twitter_washingtonpost 
 
European nations could lose powers, EC head's memo says 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/06/world/europe/europe-crisis-
rompuy/index.html?hpt=hp_t2 
 
Villagers Become Refugees in Myanmar as Rebels Clash with Troops 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/07/world/asia/as-myanmar-reaches-out-old-conflict-
flares-with-kachin-ethnic-rebels.html?hp 
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 Climate Change News Articles  
 
Inupiat Community Sues Companies over Ravages of Climate Change (Alaska) 
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/12/01/inupiat-community-sues-
companies-over-ravages-of-climate-change-65152 
 
Climate deal pushed by poorest nations 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-15992519 
 
A global cooling to the U.S. position on climate change 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-climate-change-
20111204,0,7204452.story 
 
U.N. chief: Major climate deal unlikely 
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/story/2011-12-06/climate-change-conference-
durban-south-africa/51675778/1 
 
Climate Conversations - Just add cash for climate adaptation 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/blogs/climate-conversations/just-add-cash-for-climate-
adaptation/ 
 
Data turn up link between climate and conflict 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-205_162-57335911/data-turn-up-link-between-climate-
and-conflict/?tag=cbsnewsMainColumnArea 
 
Three-Quarters of Climate Change Is Man-Made 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=three-quarters-of-climate 
 
Earth in balmy 2080  
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21228414.000-earth-in-balmy-2080.html 
 
China's consumers emit more than US for the first time  
http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn21239-chinas-consumers-emit-more-than-us-for-
the-first-time.html 
 
Navy seeks boost from biofuels 
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=49476&sid=60 
 
Calif. Takes Big Step toward Greenhouse Gas Limits 
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/06/142942778/calif-takes-big-step-toward-greenhouse-gas-
limits 
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Alternate Energy Research and Development News 
 
Affordable solar: It's closer than you think 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2011-12-solar-closer.html 
 
Big Solar Project Moves Forward Without Uncle Sam 
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/30/142935396/big-solar-project-moves-forward-without-
uncle-sam 
 
Sellafield waste reactor proposed to convert plutonium 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cumbria-15969289 
 
Idea of a cold fusion plant in Massachusetts explored  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45557227/ns/technology_and_science-science/ 
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Reports 
 
Connecticut October 2011 Snowstorm Power Restoration Report 
http://www.wittassociates.com/assets/860/CTPowerRestorationReport20111201_FINAL
_1_.pdf 
 
Highlights of the 2011 Arctic Report Card 
http://www.climatewatch.noaa.gov/article/2011/arctic-report-2011 
 

http://www.wittassociates.com/assets/860/CTPowerRestorationReport20111201_FINAL_1_.pdf
http://www.wittassociates.com/assets/860/CTPowerRestorationReport20111201_FINAL_1_.pdf
http://www.climatewatch.noaa.gov/article/2011/arctic-report-2011


This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you’re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

27 

Additional Information 
 

The 2011 Hurricane Season in 4.5 minutes- Video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fX7Q-0QuID4&sns=em 
 
Sedalia Social Media- Video (Missouri) 
http://www.fema.gov/medialibrary/media_records/6666 
 
Random Hacks of Kindness Global Event- Video 
http://fyvr.net/rhok-global.php 
 
Florida Division of Emergency Management, 2011 Severe Weather Awareness Guide 
http://www.floridadisaster.org/swaw/2011/documents/SWGuide'11FinalWeb.pdf 
 
Responding to Crisis Online- Video 
http://vimeo.com/32908608 
 
Designing a more sustainable future 
http://www.spatialroundtable.com/post.cfm?entry=geodesign-for-climate-change-
adapation 
 
Council on Foreign Relations, Assessing Myanmar's Reforms  
http://www.cfr.org/burmamyanmar/assessing-myanmars-reforms/p26638?cid=rss-
analysisbrief-assessing_myanmar_s_reforms-
120111&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+public
ation%2Fdaily_analysis+%28CFR.org+-+Publications+-+Analysis+Brief%29 
 
Improvements in Emergency Preparedness since Hurricane Katrina- Video 
http://evacuteer.org/improvements-in-emergency-preparedness-s 
 
Srdja Popovic: How to topple a dictator- Video 
http://www.ted.com/talks/srdja_popovic_how_to_topple_a_dictator.html 
 
UNICEF, The impact of climate change on children- Video  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3s9pOue9tPw&feature=youtu.be 
 
EMForum.org Transcript: The Rad Resilient City Initiative  
http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc111130.htm 
 
How to monitor your Social Media Presence in 10 minutes a Day Guide 
http://blog.hubspot.com/Portals/249/docs/ebooks/how_to_monitor_your_social_media_p
resence_in_10_minutes_nov-2011.pdf 
 
FEMA, National Preparedness System 
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/prepared/nps_description.pdf 
 
Red Cross Food Spoilage Information 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/74559521/Red-Cross-Food-Spoilage-Info#source:facebook 
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Los Angeles County, CA 10 Essentials for an Emergency Kit- Multiple Languages 
http://www.lapublichealth.org/eprp/media/ten_essentials.htm 
 
Unrepentant believer in the impossible 
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2011/11/newman-unrepentant-believer-in-the-
impossible/ 
 
Latest episode of Totally Unprepared- Video (California) 
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2011/11/california-latest-episode-of-totally-unprepared/ 
 
FEMA Blog, a Long Overdue Policy Change to Recognize the Sovereignty of Tribal 
Governments  
http://blog.fema.gov/2011/12/long-overdue-policy-change-to-recognize.html 
 
FEMA Blog, Experts Discuss How to Make Emergency Planning Fully Inclusive 
http://blog.fema.gov/2011/12/news-of-day-experts-discuss-emergency.html 
 
Formidable Footprint - A National Community / Neighborhood Exercise Series 
http://www.drc-group.com/project/footprint.html 
 
Disaster risk management in water and sanitation: economic impact of the 2007 
earthquake in the water and sanitation sector in four provinces of Peru - what did 
unpreparedness cost the country? 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=23603&a=emai
l 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline Safety Awareness Website 
http://opsweb.phmsa.dot.gov/pipelineforum/ 
 
FEMA Blog, National Disaster Recovery Framework Stakeholder Forum in New Orleans  
http://blog.fema.gov/2011/12/national-disaster-recovery-framework.html 
 
Introducing the Federal Social Media Index 
http://expertlabs.org/2011/11/introducing-the-federal-social-media-index.html 
 
 
American Public Health Association, Flu near You Challenge Website 
Help track the flu by taking part in APHA’s Flu near You Challenge. Sign up for the 
challenge and you could win cash and other awards! 
http://www.getreadyforflu.org/challenge.htm 
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