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Santa Rosa County 

Research First Before 
Dividing Property! 

Any land or lot within a plat or record (or 
not) on the effective date of this ordinance 
shall not be re-divided into two (2) or more 
lots unless the provisions of the Subdivision 
Regulations of Santa Rosa County, Florida 
(Section 4.03.00 et. seq.) of the Land  
Development Code have been met. 

Community Planning, Zoning and Development Division 
6051 Old Bagdad Highway 
Phone: 850-981-7075,  939-1259 
Fax: 850-983-9874 
Email: planning-zoning@santarosa.fl.gov 

Research done today, could save you 
time and money. 
 
The information provided in this 
brochure is extracted from the 
Santa Rosa County Land  
Development Code; however, it is 
the responsibility of the applicant to  
contact the Planning and Zoning  
Division to discuss land use issues 
when a change is desired.  This  
brochure is only to be used as an 
overall help tool for the general 
public. 

Note:  Land Development Code 
is subject to change. 

Site Plan Approval 

Site plan review, as provided in Section 
4.04.00, of the Land Development Code is  
required for all uses in this district. 

1. Setbacks Along Collector or Arterial Roads: The 
minimum required building setback along a collec-
tor or arterial road, as described in Section 4.04.03
(D) of the Land Development Code shall be as fol-
lows: 
    a.  Along a collector road, the minimum required 
building setback shall be twenty-five (25) feet. 
    b.  Along an arterial road, the minimum required 
building setback shall be fifty (50) feet. 
If any other setback requirement of the Land De-
velopment Code conflicts with the above require-
ments, the more restrictive requirement will apply. 
 
2. Front Setback: Except as provided in Section 
2.10.02 of the Land Development Code, there shall 
be a front building setback having a depth of not 
less than twenty-five (25) feet, measured at the 
minimum building setback line.  
 
3. Side Setback: There shall be a five (5) foot side 
building setback required for commercial uses, 
provided, however, that on any side of a lot which 
abuts a residential district, there shall be a side 
building setback equal to two (2) times the side set-
back  required for the residential district which it 
abuts. See Section 2.10.04 of the Land Develop-
ment Code for exceptions. 
 
4. Rear Setback: There shall be no rear building 
setback required in this district for commercial 
uses except when a commercial use abuts a resi-
dential use, in which case there shall be a rear 
building setback of twenty-five (25) feet. See Sec-
tion 2.10.03 of the Land Development Code for  
exceptions. 

Minimum Required Setbacks 

Performance Standards 

See The Land Development Code for Perform-
ance Standards, Section 6.05.15 L. 

Building Height 

No building shall be erected in this district in 
excess of fifty (50) feet in height above the re-
quired minimum finished floor elevation, exclu-
sive of chimneys, elevator shafts, air condition-
ing condensing units and cooling towers, except 
as provided for in Section 2.10.01 of the Land 
Development Code. 



This district is designed to accommodate  
watercraft and limited commercial services and 
facilities oriented to users of docks, moorings and 
watercraft.   
 
The marina district is intended to be utilized  
primarily for the docking, servicing, repairing, and 
storage of watercraft. Watercraft sales and rentals 
may also be accommodated in the district.  
However, major repair involving reconstruction or 
substantial alterations are not permitted within the 
district. The district is intended to accommodate a 
limited number of motel units and restaurants as 
an adjunct or accessory to the docking and  
storage of watercraft. The scale of such facilities 
should be directly proportional to the scale of the 
primary marine craft docking and storage facility. 
Community facilities and services, including  
appropriate utilities, are intended to be  
accommodated within the district. Bulk Regula-
tions, Performance Standards and other site plan 
criteria shall regulate marine related activities to 
protect the public's general health, safety, and 
welfare.  
The County Planning and Zoning Division shall 
consider the rules and regulations governing the 
following areas in their planning and zoning  
processes: 
 
1. Aquatic preserves; 
2. Outstanding Florida Waters; 
3. Class I Waters; 
4. Marine Sanctuaries; 
5. Estuarine Sanctuaries; 
6. Areas approved or conditionally approved by 
Department of Natural Resources for shellfish  
harvesting;  
7. Other highly productive or unique habitats as 
determined by Department of Natural Resources, 
based on vegetation or wildlife species; and  
8. Areas designated on the Department of  
Community Affairs' Oil Spill Sensitivity Atlases as 
sensitive to oil spills. 

Purpose Permitted Uses 
In this district a building or premises may only be 
used for the following purposes: 
1. Commercial activities limited to: 
a. Marina activities as herein defined and including 
minor repair, servicing and routine maintenance of 
marine watercraft such as bottom cleaning and  
painting, and minor topside work only in an enclosed 
structure except where impractical. In addition, sale 
and rental of watercraft and accessories are  
permitted. Rental watercraft may be kept in wet  
storage. All marina activities must conform to the  
following provisions: 
(1) There shall be no permanent docking within  
thirty (30) feet of fuel pumps or other fueling  
equipment. 
(2) Except as provided in this section (below), there 
shall be no dry land storage of watercraft or trailers, 
except under a permanent roof. No watercraft shall 
be stacked upon the other except under a permanent 
roof. Parking facilities shall be provided on the basis 
of one (1) space for each (3) watercraft storage slots 
and, in addition, all other parking requirements and 
design specifications in Article 7 of this Ordinance 
shall be satisfied. 
(3) All docks and structures erected over the water 
shall be on piers permitting the free flow of water; no 
bulkhead shall be permitted to extend in public water 
to such a distance as to interfere with navigation and 
commerce. 
(4) No on-shore engine repair shall be allowed  
(5)except in designated repair areas screened from 
the public view. 
(5) No fish (except bait) shall be kept or sold. 
(6) Facilities such as restaurants and bait-and-tackle 
shops shall be situated on uplands, except where the 
location of such facilities over public lands is found to 
be clearly in the public interest. 
(7) Roofed dockage (which for emphasis does not 
include vertical walls) and wet storage of marine 
pleasure craft when roof does not exceed one-half of 
the total dockage area. Roofs over all slips in any 
marina shall be of uniform height not to exceed thirty-
five (35) feet above mean high water line and shall 
only cover the end of the pier nearest shore. 
(8)Major repairs such as construction or rebuilding of 
watercraft, installation of new bottoms or  
substantial structural additions or alterations are  
prohibited as these are industrial in nature. 

Permitted Uses (Con’t) 

(9)  Storage of all motors not attached to  
watercraft shall be within buildings. Storage of  
watercraft on trailers, with or without outboard  
motors, shall be permitted only for sale or rental 
purposes without permanent roofing or screening. 
Trailers with or without watercraft thereon for sale, 
rental or repairs shall be located within a parking 
area screened from the public view by ornamental 
fence, wall or landscape enclosure not to exceed 
six (6) feet in height. Parking areas shall be  
approved through site plan approval process by 
the County Planning and Zoning Division. 
b. Restaurants which may include the serving of 
alcoholic beverages as allowed by law but only as 
an accessory use to the restaurant. Lighted  
parking areas shall be designed in such a way so 
as not to pose a hazard to public streets or be  
offensive to adjacent properties. 
2. Accessory uses or structures to any principal 
use permitted in the district and including, but not 
limited to, the following: 
a. A mobile lift capable of lifting marine small craft 
and said lift to have a capacity not to exceed 
twenty (20) tons. 
b. Storage of oil and fuel for servicing of craft in 
marinas. However, underground storage of gaso-
line or other fuel shall not exceed twenty-five 
thousand (25,000) gallons capacity. 
c. Utilities which are incidental to principal use 
such as water lines and power lines for servicing 
watercraft and providing fire protection. 
d. Motels when incidental to a principal use and 
limited to the provisions of a maximum of one (1) 
motel unit for every two (2) watercraft slips  
provided in the marina and only if all other  
regulations of the district are satisfied. 

Density 
The residential occupancy of marine craft in  
marinas is prohibited unless adequate on-shore 
sanitary facilities are provided in accordance with 
the locally adopted plumbing code. The use of 
marine sanitary facilities is prohibited. The  
adequacy of on-shore sanitary facilities shall be 
determined by the County Engineer. 


