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2016 Summary
Blackwater Soil and Water
Conservation District has now
been in business for 74 years
and throughout this period
has strived continuously to
meet the conservation needs
of landowners in Santa Rosa
County, Florida. Whether it
be our conservation practice
implementation or our youth
education endeavors, the
District has always done its
best to maximize benefits to
the community. The overall
goal being to not only provide
resource stability but also
financial stability as well to
area residents.
Some fresh and exciting
changes to take place this
year included the addition of
a District website and a new
partnership with the Florida
Department of Agricultural and
Consumer Services (FDACS) in
order to provide an additional
assistance opportunity to our
local landowners.
In an effort to provide greater
awareness of the District and
its services within the county,
a website was designed and
constructed. Since we are
actually a department
under Santa Rosa
County the website
was placed under
the county’s main
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web address. The site covers
all aspects of our work from
who we are to what we do, as
well as contact information.
The address for the website
is www.santarosa.fl.gov/
blackwaterSWCD/
Hopefully, the public finds
the site to be user friendly
and helpful in obtaining
valuable details about
our operation.
The district was also able to
join up with the FDACS Office
of Agricultural Water Policy
this year to give residents
the opportunity
to enroll in their
Best
Man-

agement Practices program.
This state program focuses
on water quality improvements
and offers various cost-share
incentives to help meet these
enhancement goals. To learn
more about these BMPs, see
page seven of this report.
The remaining pages of this
report focus on some of the
many other achievements we
made throughout the year,
from conservation work to
environmental education.
We are extremely proud of
our role in promoting the

Summary 2016
soil and water resources of
this wonderful county we call
home.
For the upcoming year, the
District plans to continue on
with its business of natural
resource sustainability. In
addition to our usual avenues
of conservation, we expect to
see some more funding come
our way through the Regional
Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP). This new
program will help establish
two perpetual easements in
our county, with just over six

thousand acres, for the sole
This future opportunity will
purpose of reestablishing and hopefully be just one of many
preserving native longleaf pine more to come to our area.
habitat.
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2016 conservation
Conservation implementation
is the District’s main priority.
Every year, we join with willing
landowners throughout the
county in order to provide
either technical or financial
assistance with the installation of resource saving
practices.
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These land management,
vegetative, or structural
practices are designed to
safeguard natural resources
while at the same time in no
way limiting the landowners’
overall land management
goals. Some landowners
receive financial help with
the installation of these
practices through the
Natural Resources
Conservation Service’s
Farm Bill programs.
Conservation programs
like the Environmental
Quality Incentives

Program (EQIP) and the
Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP) offer costshare assistance for the
implementation of approved
conservation measures that
address specific resource
concerns.
EQIP continues to be the most
utilized Farm Bill program in
our area. For almost twenty
years now, it has remained as
a reliable source of funding
helping landowners already
struggling with their land
management and business
costs continue to maintain
and enhance their soil
and water resources.
Conservation practices
approved and funded
under the program for
this year included field
border; cover crop;
nutrient management;
reduced tillage; livestock fence, forage
planting, and watering
facilities; tree site
prep, planting, and
management; critical
area planting; and a
water and sediment
control basin. The
program had twentyseven contracts get
approved this year,
with over $300,000
dollars set aside to
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assist our local landowners
with the installation of these
practices. Over four thousand
acres throughout the county
thus saw improvements with
their soil, water, air, animal,
plant and related resources
thanks to the federal dollars
provided by this year’s
program.

implemented
conservation
practices as
part of their
management
operations and
plan to continue.
Approved practices
such as integrated pest
management, forest stand
improvement, or upland
CSP is a relatively new Farm
wildlife habitat management
Bill program. It focuses on
actively enhance resource
working lands, with the aim of sustainability and use. Thus,
creating an overall long-term this program encourages the
stable resource management advancement of truly healthy
system that also improves the working landscapes, one’s
landowner’s business. This
which see both resource use
program provides for annual and resource conservation.
cost-share payments to those The program had a total of
landowners who have already three contracts approved in

our area, with over $82,000
federal dollars going towards
conservation enhancements
on about four thousand acres.
The conservation investments
made possible locally as a
result of these Farm
Bill programs is of
great value to all
and the benefits
far reaching.
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2016 Education
Throughout the year, the
District takes part in a
number of educational
activities for the purpose
of enhancing our local
students awareness and
understanding of natural
resources and the need
for conservation. Some
of these annual activities
include the Land Judging
Contest, Bay Day,
the NACD Poster
Contest, and
classroom visits.
During the local
classroom visits
or special outing
events like Bay
Day, the District
gets to talk with
students of
varying ages
about natural
resources and our
role in their conservation.
To aid with these lectures,
District staff incorporate a
number of demonstrative
models and displays that
help visually engage the kids
minds. These tools, like the
soil tunnel, help stimulate
curiosity and a desire
to learn more about
complex earth
science subjects
such as soils and
soil formation.
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submitted by local students.
Nine of these placed first,
second, and third in the
Another yearly activity that the various age categories at
District likes to take part in is the local level. The three first
the National Association of
place winners then advanced
Conservation District’s Annual on to the area competition;
Poster Contest. This contest
placed first there as well and
gives students the opportunity thus advanced to the state
to compete at the local, area, level. All Winning students
state and national level with
received placement medals
their own unique illustrations and some even got monetary
centered around the annual
prizes. Congratulations goes
conservation theme topic.
out to all of our participants,
This year’s theme was “We
but in particular our area
all Need Trees,” and over
winners Avery Ware, Hailey
one hundred posters were
Ward, and Alayna Gardner.
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correct responses wins the
contest. The winning team
this year was from Jay
High School, as was the
individual high scorer.
These annual education
activities are of utmost
importance to us, for
it is these students
who will one day be
responsible for the
conservation of our
natural resources.

winning Team - Jay High School
Brooklyn linzy, Ally Ashworth, Destiny
Hawthorne, and Anabel Sheppard.

High scorer - Jay High School
During the Land Judging
contest, the District joins up
with the Santa Rosa County
School Board in order to test
local high school FFA teams
knowledge of soils and soil
characteristics. During the
competition, students examine
four pits in the ground where
the soil has been exposed for
evaluation. After thorough
study they must then answer
questions regarding specific
conditions at each of these
sites. The team and individual
with the greatest number of

Ally Ashworth
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2016 BMP Program

The
District
teamed up this year with the
state of Florida, through the
Office of Agricultural Water
Policy, in order to bring yet
another beneficial costshare assistance program
to our area. This program
focuses on improving water
quality by encouraging
the adoption of Best
Management
Practices (BMP)
by landowners.
Agricultural
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implement the program
in our area, FDACS also
provided grant funds to
the District to secure a
conservation technician.
This employee works
with landowners helping
them enroll their farms
and in determining which
BMPs are applicable to
their specific operations.
So far, a total of forty
landowners have been
enrolled in the program
with twelve individuals
already receiving funds
for the purchase of new
farming equipment that
BMPs are sound workable improves water quality. Over
cost-effective actions that
$230,000 dollars was given
producers can do such
to help with the purchase of
as reducing the amount of
items such as a 12 Row Strip
pesticides, fertilizers, animal Till Rig, a No-Till Grain Drill, a
waste, and other pollutants
12 Row Nitrogen Rig, a Soil
from entering into our water
Sampler, and a GPS system.
resources; or taking steps
to conserve local water
supplies. Some of the
many benefits to be had
from enrolling include
a presumption of
compliance with any
future water quality
standards, technical
assistance with BMP
implementation, and
eligibility for cost-share
funds on conservation
equipment and other onfarm projects. To help
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-.a.•--·-Hall of Fame Award - George Finch
George Finch spent his
entire career helping
landowners protect
and enhance their
natural resources.
As a Conservation
Technician for both
the District and
NRCS, he provided
his expertise and
assistance for a
number of years
installing a great
many conservation
measures. All of his
efforts putting in these
terraces, waterways, grade

stabilization structures,
critical area treatments,
and other such protective
measures resulted in tons
of soil being saved from
erosion. This work was of
great importance, for it not
only resulted in healthier
soils but improved water
quality as well. These two
environmental benefits are
still being seen in our area
to this day. For a job well
done, George Finch was
nominated as this year’s
Hall of Fame Honoree.

_ _ _ _ _ ,....

Conservation Farmer Award - Shannon Flinn
Shannon Flinn is one local
farmer who understands the
importance of implementing
conservation strategies as
part of his land management
operations. Amidst his row
cropping he has introduced
such practices as terraces,
nutrient management, cover
crop, and conservation tillage;
and with his forestry acres he
has applied practices such as
longleaf pine planting, wildlife
openings, controlled burns,
and invasive species control.
Following utilization of these
measures, he noticed and has

come to appreciate the
many benefits that they
bring to his farming.
Conservation has
improved the health
and stability of the
natural resources
he relies on for his
livelihood. For the
many thoughtful
and wise land
management
decisions he has
made, Shannon
Flinn was selected
as this fiscal year’s
Conservation Farmer.
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Santa Rosa Board of
County Commissioners
Santa Rosa County
School Board
THREE RIVERS

Three Rivers RC&D
Council, Inc.

Florida Department
of Agricultural and
Consumer Services

Northwest Florida
Water Management
District

Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission

UF - Extension Office
Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences
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Natural Resources
Conservation Service
Farm Services Agency

UF - West Florida Research
and Education Center

District Contact Info:
3927 Hwy 4, Suite 102
Jay, Florida 32565
(850) 675-6696 ext. 3

