Local Option Sales Tax
October 2020 Highlights
The half-cent local option sales tax was passed by approximately twothirds of Santa Rosa County voters on August 30, 2016 and went into
effect January 1, 2017. The half sent will sunset December 31, 2021.

Revenues

$5,030,654
$8,509,759
$8,892,708
$8,911,438
$8,300,000
$2,000,000
$41,689,428

FY2017 Actual
FY2018 Actual
FY2019 Actual
FY2020 Amount Received to Date
FY2021 Estimate
FY2022 Estimate for 3 Months

Based on citizen input received from survey
comments and town hall meetings in April 2017, the
Board approved the following 5-year target
percentage allocations at the May 9, 2017 regular
board meeting:
Capital Equipment 2%
Public Facilities 4%
Public Safety 29%
Recreation/Natural Resources 10%
Transportation and Drainage 55%
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Leveraging Additional Funds
Several projects that have been accomplished with
sales tax dollars have leveraged state and federal grants
as well as other county funding sources. The chart
below represents the amount of projects that have
been completed using this method.
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Target Amounts per Category
Based on revenues of $41.7 million and the
percent allocations, the following will be spent
in each category:
Capital Equipment: $820,650
Public Facilities: $1,704,500
Public Safety: $12,364,426
Recreation/Natural Resources: $3,572,262
Transportation and Drainage: $22,281,102

Transportation &
Drainage
Over $9M has been allocated for drainage
improvements. Four projects included matching
HMGP grant funds to increase flood protection for
over 270 residential structures, of which 195 had
experienced reoccuring flooding. Other projects
included drainage improvement in areas of Holley by
the Sea and installing a stormwater collection and
conveyance system near the Tiburon subdivision in
Pace.

Over 47 Miles
PAVED
Ninety seven streets have been resurfaced since FY17
with sales tax funds. Over 85 commercial structures
and over 2,300 residential structures benefitted from
these resurfacing projects.

Recreation
One million three hundred thousand dollars has
been spent on 14 park improvements throughout the
county with sales tax funds. Improvements include
new all-inclusive playgrounds at Chumuckla,
Optimist and Fidelis parks, new playground
equipment and ADA restroom upgrades at
Floridatown Park, sports lighting at Navarre Sports
and Tiger Point Parks, a new Miracle League field at
Tiger Point, a new fitness court at Pace Sportsplex
and a new restroom facility at Bagdad Mill Site Park.
Upcoming projects include Swenson Park, Navarre
Park renovations, Benny Russell improvements,
soccer fields at PSC Gulf Breeze and a floating dock
at Bagdad Mill Site park.

Program
Completion
Of the projects/purchases
that have been identified
for FY17, 18, 19 & 20, 73%
are complete.

73%

Public Safety
Sales tax funds have paid the annual lease for the
Public Safety Radio System that is used by all public
safety personnel. The system also received improved
operational functionality with the installation of an
additional radio tower in Navarre.
Over 160 patrol vehicles have been purchased to
replenish the Sheriff's fleet that had many vehicles
beyond the standard service life. The vehicles were all
equipped with computers, decals and light bars. The
Sheriff's office has also purchased much needed
capital equipment including: tasers, SWAT tac vest,
weapons, laptops, mobile radios, etc.
Fire departments throughout the county have received
over $1.5 million in much needed capital equipment
with sales tax funds. Purchases include radios, gas
detectors, air cascade compressors and systems, JAWs
of life and many other lifesaving equipment needed in
their daily operations.

Public Facilities
The first public facility project will be complete this
summer, the new restroom complex on the beach.
Several projects are in progress and will be
completed within the next several months included
the reroof of the auditorium, Archie Glover boat
ramp restroom improvements and the Animal
Services Surgical Suite.

Capital Equipment
All identified capital equipment items have been
purchased thus far. Purchases include new
equipment for public works (dump trucks,
excavators, and patch trucks), vehicles for animal
services and the supervisor of elections, plus
essential technology upgrades to network
infrastructure supporting county government
services.

