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TO:      Board of Commissioners     
 

FROM:   Tony Gomillion, County Administrator 
 

DATE:     July 18, 2016           
 

  SUBJECT:    “BearWise” Grant Funding/Draft Ordinance  
 
 
 

DISCUSSION 
Discussion of  the “BearWise” State Grant  funding  initiative and application as well as a draft  
“BearWise” ordinance for all or portions of the County. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The  Board  has  heard  presentations  from  both  the  State  FWC  office  and  citizens  related  to 
concerns  about  the  increasing  episodes  of  human  bear  interactions  in  residential 
neighborhoods. In addition, Representative Broxson has expressed his concern and encouraged 
the Board to consider adopting a related ordinance (letter attached).  
 
ACTION TO BE CONSIDERED 
Direct  staff  as  to  the  Board’s  desire  to  consider  an  ordinance  and  to  pursue  the  grant 
application. 
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BearWise Funding Background 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has been providing incentive funds to local 

governments to reduce human-bear conflicts using proceeds from sales of the Conserve Wildlife license plate 

(‘the bear plate’) for over a decade.   

 

During Fiscal Year 2016-2017 (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017), FWC will provide $825,000 to assist local 

governments in reducing human-bear conflicts by using funds appropriated by the Legislature and approved by 

the Governor from the 2015 bear hunt permit sales and other revenues, as well as sales of the Conserve 

Wildlife license plate.  At least $300,000 of those funds must be provided to local governments that have 

ordinances in place requiring trash and other bear attractants be kept secure by residents and businesses.   

 

Factors for Selection 

Funds will be provided to local governments in an equitable manner following state contracting requirements as 

appropriate.  Applications will be evaluated based on several factors, including:  

1) if the local government has an ordinance in place that requires residents and businesses keep 

trash and other attractants secure from bears,  

2) how many households are in an area with high human-bear conflicts within the local government’s 

jurisdiction,  

3) the amount of match (funds, in-kind, or a combination of both) the local government will provide,  

4) the likelihood the proposal will result in a community-wide reduction of human-bear conflicts, and 

5) the number of residences and/or businesses expected to benefit from the proposal.   

 

Local governments are strongly encouraged to consult with FWC staff before submitting their applications to 

discuss options and implementation ideas.  FWC staff can be reached using the contact information above. 

 

Completed applications must be received by close of business on October 14, 2016.  Applications should be sent 

via email to BearManagement@MyFWC.com or mailed to: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 

Attention: Bear Management Program, 620 South Meridian Street, 6B, Tallahassee, FL 32399. 
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Local Government Name                                                                                         County 
 
Contact Name                                                                                 Contact Phone  
 
Contact Email Address  
 
Does your local government have an ordinance requiring trash and other attractants be kept secure in all or a 

portion of your jurisdiction? 

     Yes      No   If Yes, please include a copy of your ordinance with this application. 

 
Will your local government be able to make purchases for this proposal and then be reimbursed? 

     Yes      No    

 
Brief Description of Proposal    
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Proposal Item Description Funds 
Requested 

Match 
Funds 

In-Kind 
Match 

Total 
Match 

Total Cost 
of Proposal 

      

      

      

      

      

 
 
Estimated number of residences and/or businesses that are anticipated to benefit from this proposal:  
 
Residences:                                      Businesses: 
 
 
Does your local government offer commercial waste service (i.e., municipal or contracted vendor)?        Yes       No   
    
    If Yes, please answer the questions below: 
      

When does the contract expire (if applicable)?   
 

What type of service is available?        Universal (All residents must have service)         
Subscription (Residents can choose whether to have service) 

 
     What type of trucks are used?         Manual (Staff empty cans without mechanical assistance) 
          Semi-Automated (Staff bring cans to auto-lift on back of truck) 
          Fully Automated (Truck has mechanical arm that empties can) 
      
     Are trashcans provided to residents?      Yes      No   If Yes, what size trashcan is provided?  
             

 
Is there a size limit on a trashcan that can be serviced?      Yes       No   If Yes, what is the limit? 

     
 
 
Anticipated start date:                                                  Anticipated completion date: 
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