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P.O. Box 801, Bagdad, FL 32530; Phone: (850) 981-9915 ~ BagdadWaterfronts@gmail.com
www.BagdadWaterfronts.org

September 14, 2016

Mr. Tony Gomillion

Santa Rosa County Administrator
6495 Caroline Street, Suite M
Milton, FL 32570

Mr. Gomillion,

The Bagdad Waterfronts Florida Partnership wishes to apply for a Coastal Partnership Initiative grant
through the Department of Environmental Protection.

This grant will enable us to complete our Maritime Heritage Trail project which we, in collaboration with the
University of West Florida, have been working on for four years. A presentation on the Maritime Heritage
Trail was made to the Santa Rosa County Board of County Commissioners at it May 8, 2014 and the Board
approved supporting this project with a letter of support. A summary of the project is included below.
Specifically, funds will be requested to develop a smart phone application that catalogs/maps the county’s
waterfront collection of historical and culturally important places, specifically the Blackwater River and
connecting bays, to be explored by residents and tourists.

In order to apply for this grant, we need your support as a Local Government Partner. By supporting this
grant application, you will NOT be committing to any financial or administrative responsibilities; however,
in the event that financial support is available, it will be greatly appreciated.

We are currently collaborating with representatives of Okaloosa, Walton, and Bay counties to possibly
extend the Maritime Trail into those counties. They are currently engaged in promoting such an effort.

The Bagdad Waterfronts Florida Partnership, Inc. is a nonprofit organization established in 2007 with the
primary purpose as serving as a catalyst for neighborhood revitalization throughout the Village of Bagdad,
Florida. The Santa Rosa Board previously partnered with our organization on another successful Coastal
Partnership Initiative funded project, “The Bagdad Village Transportation and Open Space Master Plan.” In
the event that this application is approved, the grant agreement will be between DEP and Waterfronts. A
representative of the Bagdad Waterfronts Florida Partnership will be in attendance at the September 19
meeting in the event there are questions.



Request for Local Government Support — Maritime Heritage Trail Grant Application

Summary of the Project

The Maritime Heritage Trail is an initiative intended to promote the coastal recreational and heritage
resources of Santa Rosa County, specifically the Blackwater River and connecting bays, and to tie them
together under a common theme. It is an educational and promotional effort to teach visitors about the
various cultural, historical, and environment features of the Blackwater River and connecting bays. The trail
will consist of information, rather than a marked route or sign system that will be supported by a web site
incorporating maritime and heritage information, as well as entrance and egress sites to the water and local
accommodations, with additional relevant internet links via smart phones or tablets. We have collaborated
with the University of West Florida on this project, which has helped develop much of the factual
information.

It is our hope, based on the work of collaborating Okaloosa, Walton, and Bay counties that the Trail will
extend through much of the Northwest Panhandle.

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to promoting this project.

Sincerely,

Douglas Lasater, President
J. Richard Lewis, Vice President

Bagdad Waterfronts Florida Partnership
Bagdad, Florida
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