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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Board of County Commissioners 
 
FROM: Beckie Cato, Planning Director 
 
THROUGH:  Tony Gomillion, County Administrator 
 
DATE: January 2, 2016 
 
RE:   Discussion of Update of Parks-related County Code Requirements    
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Discussion of the possible update of parks-related county code requirements.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Chapter 15, Article II of the County Code of Ordinances contains regulations related to 
parks.  A review by staff identified several subsections that should probably be updated 
to reflect current practice.  The enclosed document identifies those sections and offers 
recommendations and questions for consideration.   
 
NEXT STEPS: 
 
If approved by the Board, staff will draft code changes for consideration at a future 
meeting.   

 

 Rhonda C. Royals 
Building Official

Beckie Cato, AICP 
Planning and Zoning Director 
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ARTICLE II. ‐ PARK RULES  

 

 

 

Sec. 15‐27. ‐ Alcoholic beverages.  

It shall be unlawful to bring into, consume, sell, or cause to allow to 
be sold, any beer, wine, liquors or alcoholic beverages of any kind, in any 
County Park, except on Navarre Beach when authorized by Santa Rosa 
County. Alcoholic beverages shall be allowed in Navarre Park by state-
recognized nonprofit organizations. Proper licensing and insurance shall 
be required.  

 

 

 

Sec. 15‐28. ‐ Reservations of facilities and fees.  

(a) Only advanced reservations for pavilion use may be applied for. 
Reservations for picnic tables and/or other designated park areas 
are prohibited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) A fee for a permit for advanced reservations for pavilions will be a 
designated amount set by the board of county commissioners. 
Permits may be applied for at the office of parks and recreation 
located at the county auditorium.  

 

 

 

Sec. 15‐29. ‐ Vehicles and parking facilities.  

(a) No person shall park any vehicle, camper, trailer or any towed 
conveyance in any areas not specifically designated for said vehicle.  

Policy	Questions	and	
Recommendations	

 

Question: Should alcohol use 

remain limited to Navarre Beach?  

Question: Should alcohol remain 

limited to nonprofit organizations?  

If yes, should variances be allowed 

with Board approval?  

 

Many county facilities are currently 

reserved administratively such as 

the auditorium, community centers, 

and arenas.  Reservation of park 

properties are approved by the 

Board.  Recommendation:   Revise 

policy to continue the current 

administrative reservation process 

for facilities and to allow Board 

approval for reservation of park 

properties.  

Recommendation:    
‐ Review and/or established rental 
fees for ratification or approval by 
the Board.   
‐ Revise policy to reflect reservation 
of other county facilities/areas. 
‐ Revise policy to remove location 
for permit application as this is 
facility dependent.   
 

Recommendation:   Revise this 
policy to reflect grant‐related limits 
on use of boat trailer parking lots. 
   
Recommendation:   Revise policy to 
allow reservation of parking areas 
for special events with Board 
approval.  
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(b) There shall be no overnight parking of any vehicle, camper, trailer or 
any towed conveyance in any area unless so posted.  

(c) No motorized vehicle shall be allowed on any portion of the 
recreational facility other than designated roads or parking area.  

 

Sec. 15‐35. ‐ Fireworks.  

No person shall discharge or set off on or within a county park any 
firecrackers, torpedoes, rockets, cap pistols, or other fireworks.  

 

Sec. 15‐36. ‐ Audio devices.  

(a) No person shall operate or use any audio device, including radio, 
television, musical instruments, or any other noise producing 
devices, such as electrical generators, and equipment driven by 
motor engines, in such a manner at such times as to disturb other 
persons.  

(b) No person shall operate or use any public address system, whether 
fixed, portable, or vehicle mounted, except when such operation has 
been approved by the director of parks and recreation.  

 

 

Sec. 15‐40. ‐ Commercial use.  

No person shall make any commercial use of a county park, unless 
authorized by Santa Rosa County. Such prohibited uses include, but are 
not limited to, the sale, or the display for sale, of any merchandise; the 
servicing or repairing of any vehicle, except the rendering of emergency 
service; the storage of vehicles being serviced or repaired on abutting 
property or elsewhere; the solicitation for the sale of goods, property, or 
services; and the display of advertising of any sort. Nonprofit civic 
organizations may conduct activities in county parks such as sales of food 
or merchandise if the civic organization obtains approval from Santa 
Rosa County for such activity.  

  

 

 

 

 

Recommendation:   Revise this 

policy to allow for public fireworks 

displays with Board approval.   

 

 

 

 

Recommendation:  ?? 

 

 

 

 

Question: Should this policy be 

revised to allow commercial use by 

other than nonprofit civic 

organizations?   
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