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Winter Storm Update #5 
 

Road conditions are continuing to deteriorate. Santa Rosa County  Emergency Management Officials are asking 
everyone to stay off the roads as there are dangerous conditions present throughout our county. If you choose to drive 
you are endangering yourself, other citizens and public safety agencies. 

• Gulf Breeze Police Department has closed Three Mile Bridge due to an accident and ice on the bridge. 
• There are multi-vehicle crashes on I-10 at Blackwater Bridge. Both lanes are currently closed. 
• The Florida Highway Patrol has closed the I-10 Escambia Bay Bridge to all traffic until further notice due to 

accidents. 

Residents should be aware: 
• Response times for public safety agencies will be delayed due to the frigid weather conditions.  Not only do they 

have increased call volumes they must drive in the same deteriorated road conditions present throughout the 
county.  They must also use extreme caution on the scene as ground conditions can cause fall injuries to responders. 

• There are ice laden tree limbs falling in roadways and hanging low enough to hit vehicles. Night driving will be 
very hazardous. 

• Road & Bridge crews are unable to respond to road issues in the northern portions of the county due to road 
conditions.  As soon as they can safely get on the roads they will be out placing barricades and sanding iced 
bridges.  For central and southern portions of the county the supervisor will make a determination if they will 
respond to issues. 

 
Driving Safety 
Ice and possible snow on most roadways is expected. Santa Rosa County Emergency Management asks residents to take 
special precautions when driving: 

• Drive according to the conditions on the road. Remember bridges, overpasses and infrequently traveled roads will 
freeze first. 

• Allow extra time to get to your destination. 
• Keep your distance. The distance needed to stop on ice is twice as long as under normal driving circumstances. 

Keep at least a three-car distance from the vehicle directly in front of you. 
• Don’t use cruise control on icy roads. 
• To avoid skidding break gently and if your wheels start to lock up, ease off the brake. Applying pressure to your 

brakes while on ice will cause a vehicle to skid. Brake only during your approach. 
 
General Safety Information  

• Visit www.santarosa.fl.gov or follow us on Twitter at @SRCBOCC 
• Please monitor your home weather radio and local media outlets for the most up-to-date information.  
• Your best defense in any disaster is a NOAA Weather radio.  
• Citizens can signup to automatically receive breaking news alerts from Santa Rosa County Emergency Management 

via e-mail or as a text message on their cell phone at:  www.santarosa.fl.gov/emergency/publicwarning.html. 
• Santa Rosa County Division of Emergency Management’s latest all-hazards disaster guide is now available online 

at www.santarosa.fl.gov/news/factsheet/2013%20Disaster%20Guide.pdf or at county offices and libraries, local 
chambers of commerce, and local retailers 

 
# # # 

http://www.santarosa.fl.gov/
http://www.santarosa.fl.gov/emergency/publicwarning.html
http://www.santarosa.fl.gov/news/factsheet/2013%20Disaster%20Guide.pdf

